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Picnic culture hits the road 


Or else we could go to the Airport 
Rood and have a picnic!! 
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Jordan 


By Stephen Brannon 

k^L^T 5“* i! men, '°ned in glossy tourist 
brochures. It isn t marked on any maps, and it cer¬ 
tainly isn ( “environmentally friendly" Bui ihe 
J o r danian picnickers who happily head out 

£ir£- fpo J ^ Ighw t ay ^ day don't seem to mind 
UiaL their choice of recreational spots hasn't yet 
tound favor in Amman's trendier circles. 

Located only a few kilometers south of Amman 
(tte nuKt popular stretch is just before the turnoff to 
Mao M Hammamj. "Picnic Parkway" is one of the 
capital s most popular recreation spots. Each day. 
and especially on Fridays, carloads of city folks spill 


off the Airport Highway, pop nut their charcoal 
grills and arghilchs and relax with a measured dose 
of the outdoors. Work schedules and hieh summer 
temperatures keep the festivities to a minimum until 
later in the afternoon, hut by 5:1111 the place is hop¬ 
ping with activity. Some die-hard stalwarts have 
been known to slay on until I :txi or 2:tH) am. 

To the moLorist casually observing from behind 
the windshield, one question pops quick I v to mind: 
Why would anyone uani to have a picnic alongside 
n noisy, congested, dangerous highway? Alici a lit¬ 
tle first-hand observation and some insightful com¬ 
ments front triends. I'm a little closer in understand¬ 


ing why. 

The Airport Highway picnic phenomenon has 
nothing to do with "Culture." and everything to do 
with "culture.'' The most important characteristic of 
"Picnic Parkway" culture is that it is completely 
Inmily-orienteJ. A trip to the Airport Highway 
allows the family to get out of Amman for a while, 
where children have some space to run and play 
thopefully not in the traffic!) and adults can relax by 
playing cards*, talking, or just watching cars go by. 
indeed, how different is Jordanian "car watchinc" 











•.'k .... 


fi- 


• m 

ft : 

f s . 

=%. ;.., 

Vi* • - : r ■ 







4 


l 0 

^ W? IU2 


1 







Supplement rn francais Ju Star 


■Z. ' .ST 


vr-.ZKfry-tjT', 


Jordan's political, economic 
and cultural weekly 


page 9 


Vi i O 



<7 ^NLU'U, 



TeS. 5515111 , Fax. 5516820 


AMMAN.24 — 30JULY 1997, VOLUME 


8 


NUMBER 9. 350 fils 


3 I a" ... « 3 t ...l i ... 4 _ 


'it 

i^r 


With little optimism 


Islamists, government 
prepare for dialogue 
over boycott decision 


By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
ENDING SPECULATIONS 
about the possibility of extend¬ 
ing the Lower House term, a 
Royal Decree was issued, 
Wednesday, stating that the 
parliamentary elections will be 
held on time and according to 
article 34 of the Constitution. 

However, analysts as well 
as key players on the local po¬ 
litical scene have been busy 
for the past two weeks trying 
to seek an answer on why His 
Majesty the King did not yet 
comment on the Muslim 
Brotherhood's decision to boy¬ 
cott the coming parliamentary . 
elections in November. 

The King, who was out of . 
the country when the Brother¬ 


hood was debating its deci¬ 
sion. has so far left it to the 
government to deal with the 
political fall-out resulting 
from the Brotherhood's deci¬ 
sion. For decades, the Brother¬ 
hood were seen to have a di¬ 
rect access to the Palace. But 
so far. both sides have not 
shown signs that a direct chan¬ 
nel of communication has 
been established to deal with 
the latest crisis. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
has played down the King's 
apparent indifference to their 
boycott decision saying that 
their "battle” was with the 
government and not the King. 

“We decided toboycotr [the 
erections] because we oppose 
many government policies and , 


Arafat and Levy agree 
to relaunch talks 


By Lionel Barber 

Brussels—Palestinian leader 
Yassir Arafat and Israeli for¬ 
eign minister David Levy, said 
they had agreed to relaunch 
peace talks” suspended since 
March when Israel started 
building a new Jewish settle¬ 
ment in occupied east 

Jerusalem. .. „ 

After a "frank and positive 
meeting in Brussels Tuesday 
arranged by the European 
Union. Mr Levy indicated that 
he had received important assu¬ 
rances from Mr Arafat on 
security issues. The Israeli gov¬ 
ernment has long been pressing 
the Palestinian leader to ctuck 
down on Hamas, the Islamic 

resistance movement. 

“I was very satisfied with 
the message which 1 heard 
from Mr Arafat. 1 the Israeli 
foreign minister told a news 
conference. ** 

cess] must succeed- We do not 
have the right to fail- 
Mr Arafat- who called Mr 
Levs’ his cousin, stressed the 
need to restart confidence- 
building measures. These 
include establishing a safe cor¬ 
ridor between Gaza and the 
West Bank, opening an air and 
seaport in Gaza, and releasing 
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night's understanding between 
Mr Arafat and Mr Levy merely 
extended to relaunching peace 
talks. It was not an effort to 
reach a breakthrough on indi¬ 
vidual issues. 

Both sides would work on a 
"code of conduct" to avoid 
fresh obstacles surfacing which 
could derail the peace talks— 
an indirect reference to the 
Israeli government's settle¬ 
ments policy. 

The apparent breakthrough 
in the peace process follows an 
intensive round of shuttle 
diplomacy in the region by Mr 
Miguel Angel Moratinos. the 
EU’s special Middle East 
envoy. 

Mr Lew and Mr Arafat paid 
tribute to "Mr Moratinos. who 
has been working alongside Mr 
Dennis Ross, the chief US 
Middle East envoy. However, 
the US has taken a lower pro¬ 
file in recent weeks following 
the breakdown in contacts 
between the two sides. 

Last Sunday night, the Pales¬ 
tinian authorities uncovered a 
cell organized by Hamas. The 
timing looks more significant 
in the light of Tuesday’s under¬ 
standing. and may reflect con¬ 
cern on Mr Arafat’s pan that 
violence in the West Bank 
could undermine his authority. 

The EU has long been a 
vociferous backer of Palestin¬ 
ian aspirations for a homeland. 


regulations which we believe 
are harmful to the country and 
people." Jameel Abu Baker, 
spokesman for the Muslim 
Brotherhood and one of the 
main architects of the Bother- 
hood's decision, told The Star. 
"Our differences are with the 
government, not with the King 
who is the reference for us and 
the government.” 

But Abu Baker revealed that 
the Royal Court had contacted 
officials in the Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood to arrange a meeting 
with the movement’s Overseer 
Mr Abdel Majeed Thuneibat, 
but declined to say if the 
planned meeting will be with 
the King, or other senior offi¬ 
cials. He also said no specific 
date was agreed for convening 
the meeting. 

The Brotherhood’s decision 
has sent a series of political 
shockwaves, putting the gov¬ 
ernment on the defensive as it 
prepares to organize new par¬ 
liamentary elections. A num¬ 
ber of small opposition parties 
have also announced their de¬ 
cision to boycott the elections 
bringing up the possibility that 
with a total boycott, the gov¬ 
ernment will end up electing 
itself in November. 

But observers believe the Is¬ 
lamists have not used up all 
their cards. Their political arm, 
the IAF party, is yet to an¬ 
nounce its own decision on 
whether to join or boycott the 

Continued on page 2 j 



PRECIOUS TUSKS—A villager in the Western Highlands of Zimbabwe transports an 
ivory tusk harvested from a recent elephant kilL As delegates to the International CITES 
Conference on Trade in Endangered Species begin to gather in Harare, a team from the 
US-based International Fund for Animal Welfare unearthed a cache of six ivory tusks 
taken from illegally poached elephants in this village bordering Chizarira National Park. 
Despite claims of strict controls by the National Parks Board it is estimated that 16 ele- 
. phants are killed illegally each day in Zimbabwe. IFeature Photo Service) 


Rifai says Jordan is working to 
release 19 prisoners in Israel 


AMMAN! Start—Jordan's 
ambassador to Tel Aviv. Mr 
Omar Ririii. has said that Jor¬ 
dan is not undertaking any spe¬ 
cial initiatives now to relaunch 
talks between the Palestinians 
and Israel, but it fully supports 
the Egyptian initiative. "The 
present Egyptian initiative is 
not moving as fast as we had 
hoped or expected. I think the 
main problem relating to the 
Egyptian initiative is the Israeli 
government's intransigence on 
various issues." Mr Rifai told 
The Star. 


In .in exclusive interview, 
the Jordanian diplomat said 
relations between Jordan and 
Israel are affected hv regional 
development. especially 

progress on the Palestinian- 
lsr.it-1i lrack. He added that Jor¬ 
dan was working to ensure the 
release of 1*.* prisoners still in 
Israeli jails. 

He added lhal talks are con¬ 
tinuing with Israel over imple¬ 
mentation of hi lateral agree¬ 
ments with Israel especially 
I nide wiih the Palestinian 


areas. He said Israel is taking 
measures to end improper treat¬ 
ment of Jordanian diplomats at 
Israeli border-points. Full 
interview on page 3. ■ 


Lifting ban on dairy 
products imports 
causes local protest 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Slur Staff Writer 
THE GOVERNMENT'S deci¬ 
sion lo lift ihe ban on imports 
of milk and its by-products 
from Britain and other Euro¬ 
pean countries is being met 
with a wide protest from local 
dairy producers and consumers 
alike. They consider such a 
decision as threatening national 
industry. 

Health Minister A.xhraf AI 
Kurdi last week sent a memo to 
the Ministers of Trade and 
industry and Agriculture and to 
the Customs Dept. It in forme J 
them of the embargo lifting on 
milk imports and its related by¬ 
products from Britain. Ireland. 
Switzerland. Porigual. France 
and the Netherlands. This was 
upon a recommendation from 
the Kingdom's Health Council. 
Such a decision was based on a 
Mudv by a special scientific 
committee on the effects of the 
"mad cow" disease on milk 
products. The ban was imposed 
a year and a half when many 
case’s of "mad cow "disease 
were discovered in Britain and 
some European countries. 

The decision was criticized 
by former Health Minister Dr 
Abdul Rahim Malhas who 
remains skeptical ahoul the 
recent reports presented by a 
Health Ministry delegation 


after a visit to Britain and Ire¬ 
land that gave dairy products a 
clean bill of health. He says 
that there is still a very real 
dancer and that the ban lifting 
was made because of outside 
pressure. 

The National Society for 
Consumer Protection (NSCPi 
is furious. It's Director. Dr 
Mohammad Obeidat. told The 
Slur that he was astonished at 
the decision which he said was 
made ro plej.se others. 

He added that the Health 
ministry must, continue strict 
supervision and scientific test¬ 
ing. rather than let political or 
economic considerations influ¬ 
ence its decision. 

The society have received 
many complaints on the deci¬ 
sion from consumers. 

This reflects the public's 
awareness of the risk behind 
buying these products and 
shims iheir keenness to pro¬ 
mote local produce. 

Opponents of the lifting say 
that the milk is taken from 
many farms in Britain. And 
that's why the recent condition 
to stale the country of origin or 
the I'.irm where the milk is 
taken from is misleading and 
provides no definite evidence 
that there are no traces of the 
disease any more. 

Continued on page 2 


Israel hits at trade pact 


By Frances Williams 
GENEVA—Israel has criti¬ 
cised a free trade deal between 
the EU and the Palestinian 
Authority saying the deal does 
not comply with the Middle 
East peace accords. 

The free trade "agreement, 
which came into force at the 
beginning of this month, offers 
reduced tariffs for Palestinian 
exports lo the EU and enhanced 
economic co-operation ahead of 
the EU-inspired creation of a 
Euro-Mediterranean free trade 
zone by 2010. 

Mr Yair Shiran, Israel's rep¬ 
resentative to the WTO, told the 
WTO's council on trade in 
goods his country had reserva¬ 
tions on the deal itself and the 
decision to send it for WTO 


review. However. Israel 
refrained from blocking the 
council's decision referring the 
accord to the committee on 
regional trade arrangements. 

Israeli officials said ihe EU- 
Palcstinian agreement appeared 
inconsistent with the Oslo peace 
accords, notably the pact signed 


in Washington in September 
1‘H15 which. ;u;«.«>rding lo 
Israel, dues nm permit the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority in enter 
independent trade agreements. 

In addition. Israeli officials 
say. ihe accord with the EU 
l reals the Palestinian-con trolled 

Continued on page 2 


Reconstruction project 
belies Lebanon’s problems 

• n_ _ciirp mmolex of skyscraper 
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became the worlds most infa¬ 
mous symbol of senseless «>m- 
Znzl violence and destruction, 
Seems somehow irreversible. 

in recent months, a handful 
of five-star hotels have 
around town, along with a Hard 
Rock Cafe and a giant 
new sports center. 
Last December, after 
a $50 million refur¬ 
bishment. the Casino 
du Laban, the grand 
old playground of 
Arab kings, oil sheiks 
and European social- 
ires, which closed 
down during the civil 

‘“'I ?" 5 Sla ite reconstruction buildings have b«n 

, St SSVnral® way for a mas 
wh«*fn the 1970 s aod 1980 s . . 


°„Ta ^Armani bourique 
is crowded 

with well- 
heeled, 
well-! 
dressed 

shoppers- 

.At “ 

string of 

trendy new 
and 



p o r t 


sive complex of skyscrapers 
and luxury homes. 

“This is the heart of Beirut, 
the heart of the capital, the heart 
of Lebanon,” said Rachcd 
Fayed, a senior official with Sol- 
idem, the giant private consor¬ 
tium that is undertaking the $ 1.8 
billion downtown reconstruction 

project “When we are done, the 
city's financial district will again 
become one of the most impor¬ 
tant in the Middle East 

But despite the hype, and 
despite much enthusiasm for the 
reconstruction, it's not that sim¬ 
ple. Just a few blocks from the 
downtown project lie reminders 
that years of war are not easily 
wiped away—a lesson Setts. 
Croats and Somalis, among oth- 

Continued on page 2 
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Picnic culture hits 

the road 


Continued from page 1 

I'rom ihe sophisticated “people watching” 

of Europe's cafe culture? 

Perhaps the main drawing point for an 
Airport Highway picnic, though, is that 
people feel that their families are safe 
there As the saying goes, there is safety 
in numbers, and with each family comfort¬ 
ably parked within ten to fifteen meters of 
the next. there is little opportunity for mis¬ 
chief-making. After dark, the bright lights 
of the highway allow picnickers to feel 
safe enough to keep the festivities going 
until late. 

The close proximity to the highway, fel¬ 
low picnickers and good lighting make for 
a decidedly "public" setting, which not 
only allows people to feel safe, but also 
makes certain anti-family activities rather 
difficult to practice. Asked why plenty of 
Jordanians prefer to pass time alongside a 
congested highway rather than get away 
from the noise and pollution in one of the 
nearby parks, one woman pointed out that 
she has never encountered anyone drink¬ 
ing alcohol on the Airport Highway, while 
in' isolated areas of the parks this might be 
a problem. 

I might add also that the dangerous germ 


of romance cannot survive fqf long under 
the harsh public scrutiny of Picnic Park¬ 
way, while the secluded groves of the 
Amman National or Ghamadan Park have 
been said to provide a haven for amorous 
adventures. The Airport Highway is no 
Lovers' Lane, and families are free from 
corrupting influences there. In short, the 
location is private enough for families to 
sit back and enjoy a cool evening away 
from home without being disturbed, yet 
public enough to induce a feeling of safety 
and wholesomeness. 

We can safely say that picnicking along 
the Airport Highway is an automobile- 
centered phenomenon of the middle class. 
Unlike the hour-long waits endured to get n 
cheeseburger from McDonald’s drive- 
through, however, no one can say that Jor¬ 
danians are imitating the West in this case. 
Picnic Parkway is a genuinely local mani¬ 
festation of the global cult of the automo¬ 
bile. from the moment the family piles into 
the car in the afternoon until they return 
home later that night, chances are good that 
not a single member has ventured more 
than 10 meters from the automobile. And 
lets not forget that one of the favorite activ¬ 
ities of the outing is watching other cars 


roar by. 

Yes, an automobile is a standard equip¬ 
ment for a picnic on the Airport Highway, 
i suppose you could take a taxi, but your 
requested destination may sound a little 
silly and finding a ride back would be diffi¬ 
cult The fact that a car is needed also-cuts 
out the bands of roving teenage shahab 
who throng together in other middle-class 
family attractions such as the King Abdul¬ 
lah Gardens and the A! Jubeiha Amuse¬ 
ment Park. Not having to ignore unwanted 
stares, women can feel a bit more at ease 
while enjoying a few hours away from the 
strains of normal life. 

Picnicking on the Airport Highway is 
definitely not a pastime for the rich, who 
can afford to dine in a more luxurious set¬ 
ting, or for the poor, who may not have 
access to a car or be able to afford the meal 
that is de rigeur for true grilling qfficionu- 
dos. It oners instead primarily to middle 
class families of modest resources and 
conservative values. 

In addition to families out for a casual 
picnic, this stretch ot‘ the Airport Highway 
supports a thriving array of entrepreneurs. 
Produce vendors sell a wide variety of 
fruits and vegetables, mostly to motorists 



passing by. while young men sell horse 
rides and coffee to settled picnickers. This 
may not be exactly what the rMF or the 
World Bank has in mind, but it is certainly 
small-scale income generation! 

While Picnic Parkway is an attractive 
option for many Jordanian families for a 
number of reasons, its growth in popular¬ 
ity has not been mirrored by improved 
facilities. The unsightly litter sprinkled 
throughout the area could be greatly alle¬ 
viated by some well-placed garbage cans. 
Likewise, a public toilet would allow a 
more comfortable stay for many unfortu¬ 
nate visitors. 


Perhaps the biggest problem, however, 
is the hypnotic dance between drivers try¬ 
ing to exit the highway at the S3tne time 
that others are rejoining the stream of 
combustion plowing ahead at full throttle. 
To their credit, the police have slowed 
traffic down with a radar trap right before 
the most congested area, and a luxury 
Rest Stop consisting of a partiaJIy- 
completed strip of asphalt has been built. 
But let’s hope the safety trend doesn’t go 
loo far. If it does, things could get a little 
boring along the Airport Highway. And 
after all, rhar would ruin the show, 
wouldn’t it? ■ 


Reconstruction project 
belies Lebanon’s problems 


Continued from page 1 

ers. might want to take to 
heart—and that a face-lift in 
the end. is only a face-lift 

Here, along the old "green 
line” that separated East Beirut 
from West, the buildings 
remain shattered and destroyed, 
as if the 15-year war ended just 
yesterday rather than seven 
years ago. Roofs have been 
entirely blown off, balconies 
charred by repeated bombings, 
facades pitted and pocked by 
years of machine-gun fire. 
Despite their obvious unsuita¬ 
bility. almost all the buildings 
are inhabited, as evidenced by 
the laundry hanging from their 
crumbling facades. The resi¬ 
dents are squatters, mostly, 
whose own lives remain shat¬ 
tered and dislocated by the war. 

In the apartment of Khoder 
Haddad, a 24-yearrold part-time 
government employee, a missile 
banged off one wall during the 
civil war and exploded on the 
other, leaving two holes 6 feet 
in diameter in his walls. The 
building no longer has running 
water or electricity, except for 
what Haddad and the 11 rela¬ 
tives who live with him can 
steal from the wires that pass by 
their windows or siphon from 
the pipes on the street There 
are no doors or windows, just 
holes in the walls. 

"It’s nice that they are 
rebuilding the country. I guess, 
but we poor people will remain 
poor." he said in an interview. 


"It won’t do anything for us. 
Here, if you have money, you 
eat, and if not you starve." 

Rebuilding a country after a 
civil war is not easy— 
particularly one with 17 sects of 
Shiite and Sunni Muslims, Mar- 
onite Christians and Druse still 
unsure of one another, and more 
than 300,000 Palestinian refu¬ 
gees living in squalid camps. 
There is also fighting with Israel 
continuing in the south, and 
more than 30.000 Syrian troops 
occupying the rest of the coun¬ 
try. A recent United Nations 
report found that one-third of 
Lebanon lives below the pov¬ 
ertyline. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri has under¬ 
taken its ambitious reconstruc¬ 
tion plan despite these obstacles. 
Hariri, a billionaire real-estate 
developer who made his fortune 
in Saudi Arabia, clearly hopes 
that encouraging outside invest¬ 
ment, inviting foreign compa¬ 
nies to relocate in Beirut, and 
rebuilding the country as a 
financial center will have 
trickle-down benefits for the 
needy as well. 

It was the Hariri government, 
for instance, that decided the 
casino should be reopened. A 
once-grand palace where Frank 
Sinara sang and which rivaled 
Monte Carlo, it had been taken 
over by rival Christian militias 
during the war and eventually 
closed. Since reopening in 
December, the casino has been 
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consistently crowded, with an 
average of 1.500 people coming 
through each night to play 
blackjack, roulette. slot 
machines and poker, according 
to Nicholas Crabtree, vice presi¬ 
dent of its London-based man¬ 
agement company. The com¬ 
plex includes five restaurants, a 
1,200-seat theater and. soon, a 
five-star hotel. 

And Solidere, another Hariri 
brainchild, intends to finally 
take action on the tallest build¬ 
ing in Beirut, a 34-floor office 
tower built in the 1970s, which 
sat empty for a quarter of a cen¬ 
tury and became a sniper's nest 
during the civil war. Now it is 
set to become the Beirut Trade 
Center, complete with a rooftop 
restaurant, 660-space parking 
garage and luxury offices for 
some of the thousands of com¬ 
panies Hariri hopes to lure to 
town. 

The entire cost of repairing 
the war damage and rebuilding 
the capita] has been estimated at 
$35 billion or more. 

But the plans have been con¬ 
troversial at every step. Critics 
argue that Solidere’s decision to 
demolish rather than renovate 
virtually all of the old buildings 
in the 400-acre downtown reha¬ 
bilitation area will change the 
character of the city, irrevocably 
and for the worse. They also 
argue that the 120,000 people 
who were relocated to make 
way for the project were not 
suitably compensated. Thou¬ 


sands of commercial tenants 
were relocated as well. 

Of even more concern is the 
fact that the middle-income and 
luxury apartments being built 
will be far out of the price range 
of most of Beirut's residents. 

“Most of the people in Leba¬ 
non are poor and will not be able 
to put aside what it takes to pay 
the principal and interest on a 
newly built apartment in this 
new neighborhood,” said Kama! 
Hamden, an economist with a 
private consulting firm in Beirut. 
‘The truly needy will not be the 
beneficiaries here.” 

Hariri himself has come under 
sharp criticism for his personal 
role in the lucrative reconstruc¬ 
tion project: With 6 percent, he 
is now the largest shareholder in 
Solidere. He has invested more 
than $125 million in the com¬ 
pany's stock, and he stands to 
earn far. far more. 

"The whole plan is designed 
to enrich the developers, who 
acquired it low—just crumbling 
buildings in a destroyed neigh¬ 
borhood—and now most of the 
infrastructure work is being paid 
for by the taxpayers," said 
Assem Salam. head of the Leba¬ 
nese institute of Architects and 
Engineers. 

A more practical problem 
with the reconstruction plan is 
that the country is in the midst 
of an economic slowdown. 
There are apparently 60.000 or 
70,000 vacant apartments in the 
city, and some people are wor¬ 
ried the city has already been 
overbuilt What’s more, the 
building projects have required 
heavy borrowing and the coun¬ 
try is falling deeper in debt ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Islamists, government 
prepare for dialogue 


Continued from page 1 

elections. The delay in the 
lAFs decision has left the 
door open for behind-the- 
scenes negotiations between 
the government and the Isla¬ 
mist leadership. 

At the heart of the Brother¬ 
hood's decision is a bitter dis¬ 
content with the government 
policies. The Brotherhood is 
demanding constitutional re¬ 
forms. a freeze on temporary 
laws and a halt in normaliza¬ 
tion moves with Israel— 
among other things. Initial 
government reaction appeared 
to close the door on a compro¬ 
mise. But Prime Minister Ab¬ 
del Salam Majali has since 
hinted that be was open for di¬ 
alogue. 

The change in lone gave 
Speaker of the Lower House, 
whose term has not yeL ended, 
the opportunity to step forward 
and initiate dialogue with po¬ 
litical parties. He is seen to 
play the role of mediator be¬ 
tween the government and the 
Islamist leadership. 

The Brotherhood’s leader¬ 
ship welcomed the principle of 
dialogue, but demanded that 
the government talk to all op¬ 
position groups and respond 
positively to their demands. 

“We aim a a dialogue that 
serves the highest interests of 
the country,” said ThuneibaL 
"The dialogue should be based 
on the fact that there is a na¬ 
tional crisis. We have to peach 
tangible results out of this’’dia- 


Lifting ban on dairy products 
imports causes local protest 


Continued from page 1 

Press reports suggest that 
there is a dispute between the 
European Union and Britain 
about some farms in the UK 
exporting cow meat suspected 
of carrying the virus, to third 
parties in Europe, and then 
changing the name of the coun¬ 
try of origin. By these forged 
certificates the meat is 
exported to many countries, 
including developing ones. 

The Health Ministry's deci¬ 
sion makes tbe import of milk 
products conditional on a coun¬ 
try of origin certificate confirm¬ 
ing that tbe milk used in these 
products is free from “mad cow 
"disease. 

But this is the core of the 
dispute. Those who oppose the 


lifting of the ban, stress that 
there were recent cases of "mad 
cow” disease reported in Britain 
and since there is no final reso¬ 
lution by the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the deci¬ 
sion should be reviewed and 
even cancelled. 

Malhas and Obeidat pointed 
out that the Egyptian authorities 
have two weeks ago detained a 
shipment of 700 tons of British 
beef suspected of contamina¬ 
tion. This came from Belgium 
to Egypt with an endorsed cer¬ 
tificate showing that the country 
of origin is France. 

Obeidat is amazed that offi¬ 
cials do not realize this fact He 
is appealing to the authorities to 
help daily producers by draw¬ 
ing up an agricultural and indus¬ 


trial strategy to protect local 
indusoy. 

Dairy producers suffer 
annual losses estimated at JD 
20 million, according to Omar 
Al Horani. deputy director of 
the Danish Dairy Co.. He said 
the decision will increase com¬ 
petition and leave a negative 
effect on the industry. 

With the surplus in output 
and the expected rise in 
imports, farmers will be the vic¬ 
tims. Dairy factories will be 
forced to reduce the quantity of 
milk they buy from those 
farmers. 

In addition, the dairy manu¬ 
facturing costs in Jordan are so 
high as the government makes 
it a condition for producers to 
use fresh milk in the processing 


logue, to persuade our mem¬ 
bers and cadres to reverse the 
boycott decision.” 

However, Dr Bassam Al 
Umousb, a leading activist 
wbo is considered a moderate 
Islamist within the Brother¬ 
hood and the IAF, is pessimis¬ 
tic of die outcome of the ex¬ 
pected dialogue. “This 
dialogue will be useless since 
both sides have different inter¬ 
ests." 

He differs with his move¬ 
ment’s boycott decision. "I 
support participation at any 
price, because we are a re¬ 
formist group, which should 
not isolate itself,” he said. Re¬ 
cently, Umoush confined him¬ 
self to Ms house in Zarqa in a 
show of protest against the 
Brotherhood’s decision. 

While tbe hardliners withip 
the Brotherhood appear to‘ be 
in the driver’s seat, itjs diffi- 
culr to say how tilings will go 
for the IAF Shura Council 
which will be meeting today. 
Thursday. 

Earlier this week the IAFs 
Executive Council adopted Che 
Brotherhood’s decision to boy¬ 
cott elections. Barring a last 
minute compromise, the iAF’s 
Shura Council is expected to 
follow suit since 70 percent of 
its members answer to tbe 
Brotherhood. 

The Islamist’s move has 
given tbe opposition a fresh 
mandate to strike at the gov¬ 
ernment and its policies. The 
10-member opposition parties 


while other countries use the 
powder milk. Added to this, 
cow breeders complain that 
fodder prices are far too high 
and this worsens tbe situation. 

Ahmed Al Tirawi, director of 
the Biladi Dairy Co., says “I 
am against importing, regard¬ 
less of tbe ‘mad cow’ disease.” 
He said "such a decision could 
have been delayed, until the 
medical repots are confirmed.” 

Minister of Trade and Indus¬ 
try Dr Haiti Al MuQd said (hat 
powdered milk will be banned 
by next September. This deci¬ 
sion comes in line with tbe gov¬ 
ernment’s plan to cancel (he 
coupons system. Farmers are 
happy that tors will increase 
demand cm local milk' and help 
reduce their losses. 

Mr Ai Kurdi said the deci¬ 
sion was taken upon a recom¬ 
mendation by 12 scientific 
experts from the Ministry of 
Helaih, Supply, Agriculture and 
tbe Amman Greater Municipal¬ 
ity. ■ 
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are holding extensive meeting 
to finalize their stands, howev¬ 
er, four parties have already 
decided to boycott tbe elec¬ 
tions. They are: People’s 
Democratic (Hashd). tbe Arab 
Constitutional Front, the [pan- 
Arabist] National Action Front 
and tbe Ansar Party. 

Also the Council of P resi¬ 
dents. comprising the heads of 
the 12 Professional Associa¬ 
tions, which is mostly domi¬ 
nated by Islamists and leftists, 
has adopted the Brotherhood's 
stand. The Council accused 
the government of closing the 
door before dialogue and 
called on opposition groups to 
follow the steps of the Broth¬ 
erhood. 

Next week, dialogue be¬ 
tween the opposition, particu¬ 
larly the Islamists, and the 
government is expected to 
start. According to Mr Nasser 
Al Lawzi, acting minister of 
of state for information af- 
-fairs,. the.. government wel¬ 
comes dialogue with any party 
concerning the parliamentary 
elections. “The doors of dia¬ 
logue are wide open for every¬ 
body,” Al Lawzi said after a 
Cabinet meeting on Tuesday. 


The court dismissed^efi?JSc 

claims about - -.flie, 
tional nature of the. 
claims that Israeli 
were illegally >nvo]yed.j.^ T C^v 5 j 

Outside 

Dakamseb's 

ing in front of tbe. 

the military _carap ^ 

court session was 

They were prey^tte^.OTW^. 

attending the 

sch’s wife. Fatima 

25, fainted, when 

verdict. Sisters and 

fives screamed with.giiefyroett-^ 

told of the aeirtem»5^3^|^ 

members chanted^jSt^.ttk 

government slogans 

riot police with bafor^/just ?;'r 

watched. 

In an attempt. .& 

Dakamseh's granflntoiht*.^.' 
Lower House deputy, 

Faisal told. the. 

woman “Don’t cry. he 

heart of ail Jordaniarifc^^te: -^ 

grandmother replied.^Al£«y^ 

grandsons are [like] J^hniat^^v 

Faisal, a strong oppon^ttrf.tb^V; 

Jordan] an-Israeli peaceTireaJ^r ; 

told reporters that Dakamsdi’* >; 
trial was * “political oagg. 

Minister of State fdr^JnKr<,y.. s 
motion Samir MutawA^saidj^ 
Dakamseh has receiv«l\a:fr^i ; j; 
trial. Israeli govern 
spokesman expressed satisfea?££ 
tion with the verdict and: 
in the Jordanian 
system. 

Dakamseh opened-- fire,goli£ 
the schoolgirls while th^ 
visiting the border tenstoiy-ioj&o^-' 
Baqoura, which was returnoJ^' 
to Jordan under a I994peag£^- 
accord but then leased'iMcjMb^c 
Israel. ; 

Dakamseh fired nearly thre»._;v 
clips of ammunition at the gtite^- - 
until Ms gun jammed 
was overpowered by colbiada^^l” 

Khasawneh said Daktua^. 
seh’s mentally trouble^ Stater? 
was exacerbated oh the day; 
the shooting by thepressurejriL^ 
intense exhaustion. He. haa: 7 ' -; 
been on duty for 22 houxsooft'-; 
stop. : 2-.- 

He added that Dakamsefr^. 
also had an obsession wifli.sofc-ffi 
which took hold of him WhenJjr' 
he saw the girls. r./ 

The defense had pleaded fdc ^ 
the acquittal of their client-oa.ja.. 
grounds that his anti-social 
sonality disorder was a psychqV 
logical illness which made limi ; 
unaccountable for his a ctiohs.- 
as a result of ' dumnisbeS- --Y 
responsibility. 

“He was in a sexually ’ 
aroused state after seeing tfc . 
girls and with 22 hours ah , 
duty, this worsened his person- . 
ality disorder and made, him 
unable to control himself," he - 


Israel hits at 
trade pact 


Continued from page 1 

territories in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as a separate 
trade entity. This breaches 
another protocol to the Wash¬ 
ington accords which stipulates 
a "single customs envelope” 
for Israel and die self-rule 
areas. Israel already has a free 
trade pact with the EU. 

Rnally, Israel thinks the 
agreement should not have 


been brought to the WTO - 
because notified free trade 
accords should relate, under 
WTO rules, to deals between 
customs territories with a sig- ‘ 
nificant degree of autonomy^ 
The self-rule areas do not con¬ 
form with that definition, Israel., 
says. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


Mediterranean and NMC 

• r.’ 

play Tchaikovsky at Jerash 


IN ONE of the most prominent 
and eagerly anticipated musical 
performances in the Jerash Fes¬ 
tival, the Mediterranean Youth 
Orchestra with its 94 musicians 
along with the Orchestra of the 
National Music Conservatory, 
under the baton of well-known 
maestro Henry Ga/Iois. will 
perform Tchelkovsky’s brilliant 
Capriccio Italian on Friday, 25 
July at the North Theater in 
Jerash. 

The Cepricdo Italian has 
been described as a “hurdle of 
Italian folk tunes,” but it is also 
really very Russian. Tchaikov¬ 
sky drew his material party 
from published collections of 
Italian folk songs and partly 
from music he heard while tour¬ 
ing Italy in 1880. 

Tchaikovsky sketched the 
entire Capriccio in Rome dur¬ 
ing the winter and spring and 
began the' orchestration there. 
He completed the score when 
he returned to Russia and it was 
given its first performance in 
Moscow on 18 December 1880. 

In addition to capriccio Ital¬ 
ian, tbe program will feature 
other important orchestral 
pieces , performed by the Medi¬ 
terranean Youth Orchestra. 
Such pieces include ‘Albo rado 
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Gracioso’ by Maurice Raveti 
Suite Op. 65 by the ttaiasb 
composer Adnan . Saygun, 
noted for its occidental 
rhythms and tunes, and the 
winner piece of the Mediterra¬ 
nean Youth Orchestra bi¬ 
annual composition competi¬ 
tion, composed by PaJdesera. 

The program also indpdes 
Benjamin Britten’s *Y 0 uthPer¬ 
son's Guide to the Orchestra/ 
Brittan, the leading English 
composer of our time, wrote 
The Young Person’s Gaide;to 
the orchestra. Variations and 
Fugua on a Theme of Heiity 
Purcell, in 1946 for a film enti¬ 
tled instruments of tbe orches¬ 
tra, produced by the British^ 
Ministry of Education.- ; l 

The peace had its first epn- 
cert performance in Liverpool 
on 15 October 1946, by Sir 
Malcolm Sargent and Liver¬ 
pool Philharmonic'.' Orchestra. 
The purpose of tbe composi¬ 
tion and the film was ter intro¬ 
duce the instruments of . tbe 
orchestra to young persons .of 
all ages. 

It is worth mentioning && 
the Mediterranean Youth 
Orchestra is formed anew each 
year whereby the superv isor* 
of the Orchestra tour -certain 
countries on the.MKtfitcnaDeOT 
to audition youbg musrian and 
chose the best to become mem¬ 
bers of the Orchestra for m? 
year. As of next year, the 
Orchestra still include .young 
musicians from Kurds. These 
musicians will be mainly stu¬ 
dent from the Naiionaf Mustf; 
Couservatory/Noor Al Husseini 
Foundation. ■ 
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Student demo 

■ A large demo of more than 1500 students took place 
. in the University of Jordan, Sunday, just one day after 
\ : * verdict of Ahmed Al Dakamseh. Organized by the 

• Student Council, it was held to commemorate the birth 
of Prophet Mohammad. However, it soon turned into a 

• protest against Israeli practices on the West Bank and 
in support of Al Dakamseh, the Jordanian soldier who 
has been given a life sentence with hard labor for 
shooting seven Israeli girls. The demonstrators were 

, particularly angry with the latest actions and the posters 
issue in Hebron that was against Prophet Mohammad. 
Last Tuesday another demonstration took place in 
Ebdir, the hometown of Al Dakamseh. More than 100 
" women and children took part. The march began 
outside Dakamseh’s home in the morning and continued 
beyond the village. They chanted praise to His Majesty 
King Hussein and called on the government to free 
Dakamseh. Security forces tried to persuade 
demonstrators to return to the village but in the end 
were dispersed through the use of tear gas according to 
press reports. 

Tawjihi results, Friday 

■ The results of the Tawjihi exams will be announced 
tomorrow Friday 25 July according to the Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Education, Dr lzzat Jaradat. 
On the other hand, the Council of Higher Education has 
decided to accept 10,000 students into public 
universities and 11,000 in community colleges. Sources 
in the Ministry of Education expect the Tawjihi success 
rate to be about 45 percent. 

Israeli pilots train in Jordan 

■ Israeli air force pilots are presently on special 

training in Jordan on Boeing 707 transportation planes 
simulators. According to Israeli sources an agreement 
has been reached between Israel and Jordan to train 
Israeli pilots. According.to the Israeli daily Haaretz, 
Royal Jordanian offered a much better deal for training 
on these simulators thim heP'European counterparts"" 
"whose cost proved too prohibitive. . 

Drowning 

■ More than 40 people drowned in the King Abdallah 
canal so far this year. The figure is likely to go up even 
further if drastic action is not taken to ensure public 
safety. The figure for 1996 was J20. Most of these were 
teenagers. 

Diabetes 

■ The number of diabetics in this country forms 35 
percent of the population. This is according to Dr 
Kamel Al Ajlouni of the National Center of Diabetes. 
He points out that this is within the regional average, 
but is much higher than the number of sufferers iu the 
developed world. Dr Ajlouni added thar only 15 percent 
of the below 25 age groups have diabetes, while its 40 
percent for the above 40 age-groups. 

Journalist threatens to shoot himself 

■ A journalist threatened to shoot himself if he waso t 
reinstated in his job. The journalist was given a job in 
one of the newspapers, but was soon fired. According 
to Al Haddath weekly the journalist had already quit his 
old job to move on to the new one but later found 
himself on the streets. His threat is taken senously and 
the management is considering his reinstatement. 

Newspapers in line 

' ■ Newspapers are scrambling over each other to meet 
the stiff requirements of the new Press and Publications 
Law 1 which has to be implemented by the 15 August 
deadline All weeklies seemed to be in intense 
negotiations to find investors to be able to hike up r 
ne ■ i m iflo 000 Al Bilad, Al Haadth, Al Miihaq. 

SBSSiariAsK? 

Lditor The famous Bassem Sakejha is to move 
chief editor. »ne i Dustour to his new 

from a veteran journalist, but it 

— S2V58*Sw changes, A any he would 
WI V Al Majd however, is still limping 

make to the f 0 altract jd 30,000, but this 

on. It has already manag * Fahd A1 Rimawi 

is clearly not ena» Sj* . weekly may well fold up 
is on record of stating that^his ^ ^ ^ b only the 

if more ^ n ^ tors The Jordan-press scene is m for 
beginning of the sto^. ^ ]ess painful, but 

a major reshuffle, it coum oc ^ ^ Already ^ 
it will tapfi Hayas, has folded. In fact its 

■■ 
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Jordan and Gaia. Thf in „ Queen Alia International 
XirwaysfligW to landedinwyu will two 
Airport, yesterday, Wednesa y . ^ Am man, 

flidns a week Sumby The Jordanian 

«- “ *"* 

connection. 

Jewish settler ronsoverHttte9' crossing 
■ An Israeli Jewish setter. delson< was driving a 
® near Jerash. M°cni «Keshet** settlement 

|SS3^3£b| 

was out of sight- T he _ljice. to protect his life 
child was Jordanian poli»«J ot /sent a letter to 

was a ^ t *f*2L r . Mendelsou s paren over 

■«*** win^ovemmenc ^“^'Srdan The lawyer 
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His Majesty King Hussein speaks to the 11th Conference of the Royal Academy for Islamic Civilization Research, AlAl 
Beit Foundation, Tuesday. He said that the Islamic world still lacks a defined, practical and scientific guide to solve so¬ 
cial problems that are increasing because of new developments. Such a plan, he added, should be based on fundamen¬ 
tal factors mainly, the Islamic religion and Arab culture. Attending the meeting was HRH Crown Prince Hass an. 


Ambassador Omar Rifai 

‘Jordan will continue to support 
any initiative to move peace 
process once again’ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr 
Omar Rifai is Jordan’s sec¬ 
ond ambassador to Israel 
since the two countries 
signed a peace treaty in Oc¬ 
tober 1994. Mr Rifai re¬ 
ceived his BA from Harvard 
University in Government 
and bis Master degree in 
political science from 
Georgetown University. 

He served as a diplomat 
in several Jordanian embas¬ 
sies before working closely 
with the Jordanian negotiat¬ 
ing team to the peace talks. 
In April 1995 he became co¬ 
ordinator of the Middle 
East peace process at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
He was assigned as Jordan’s 
ambassador to Israel in 
February 1996, to replace 
Jjr.Aiarwan Moasher. •. 
r ; Mr Rifat talked to.,The 
Starts Raed.Al Abed recent¬ 
ly about Jordanian-Israeli 
relations and the peace pro¬ 
cess. Excerpts follow. 

How do yon characterize 
Jordan! an-Israeli relations 
in light of the on-going stale¬ 
mate in the peace process? 

Jordanian-Israeli relations 
are affected by two factors: 
The first factor is the bilateral 
relationship between Jordan 
and Israel directly, and the 
second factor is the regional 
relationship in light of a’com- 
prehensive settlement. 

Presently, if there is a prob¬ 
lem on the regional level, the 
political level, [and 1 mean] 
the Palestinian-Israeli prob¬ 
lem, it will definitely affect 
the Jordanian-Israeli relation¬ 
ship. Also. Jordanian-Israeli 
bilateral issues determine the 
nature and scope of this 
relationship. 

You are on record stating 
that there was a bit of a tus¬ 
sle about the harsh Israeli 
treatment of Jordanian dip¬ 
lomats when they, cross the 
bridge into Jordan. Has the 
issue been resolved? 

The issue was raised on the 
highest levels in the Israeli 
government: about the treat¬ 
ment of Jordanian diplomats, 
Jordanian embassy personnel 
and indeed all Jordanians at 
Israeli border points. The 
issue is being taken seriously 
by the Israeli authorities. 
They have promised us to do 
what they can to make it bet¬ 
ter and to resolve the situa¬ 
tion. And we will keep after it 
until it is fully resolved. 

What about the peace 
issue? Can Jordan do more 
to reactivate the peace pro¬ 
cess particularly on the Pal- 
estmlan-Israeli track? What 
about the Egyptian initiative 
to restart the peace process? 
Is Jordan currently involved 
in an initiative of its own? 

Jordan always supports any 


initiative to reactivate 
and restart the peace 
process. The present 
Egyptian initiative is 
not moving as fast as 
we had hoped or 
expected. I think the j 
main problem relating 
to the Egyptian initia¬ 
tive is the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment's intransi¬ 
gence on various 
issues. 

Jordan will continue 
to support any initia¬ 
tive to move the peace 
process once again. 

The hope is that the 
Israeli government will 

change its attitude and _ 

start reacting more pos- Rifai 
ilively to these initia¬ 
tives. Presently. Jor¬ 
dan.-is not undertaking .any^ 
initiative by itself but sup¬ 
ports any party, that - wants-toi 
reactivate the process. 

There are still obstacles 
regarding the Jordan-Israeli 
trade agreement and other 
issues such as Aqaba air¬ 
port What is the latest 
update in that respect? 

There are a number of bilat¬ 
eral agreements between Jor¬ 
dan and Israel which we are 
in the process of trying to 
finalize and implement, 
among these is the Aqaba- 
Eilat airport thai we are con¬ 
tinuing negotiations on. There 
is progress but we have not 
reached a final conclusion, 
hopefully it will be solved 
soon. 

Trade is another area where 
we are still negotiating with 
the Israeli side to implement 
an agreement and to open Pal¬ 
estinian markets to Jordanian 
products, and this is also 
something that we are work¬ 
ing hard on. but we have not 
reached a final solution. And 
as in all agreements, all of 
them need to be implemented 
before we start seeing results. 

How do you respond to 
Israeli claims that there are 
15,000 Jordanians working 
illegally in Israel? Is this a 
true figure and what are 
you doing about it? 

Well, there are many Jorda¬ 
nians who cross into Israel on 
tourist visas and stay there 
afterwards, illegally, working 
for as long as they can until 
they are found and sent home. 
This is really an issue which 
has become quite big lately. 1 
think the number is between 
12000 and 14000 Jordanians 
who are in Israel illegally. It’s 
an issue we are trying to 
solve, but as in Lhe case of all 
illegal foreign workers in any 
country, it’s an issue which is 
hard to discover, because peo¬ 
ple cross over and lend to get 
lost in big cities, and it's a 
question of time before they 
are found and sent home 
again. 



Human rights orga/juza- 
iturns claim,that .there are 
tens of Jordanian prisoners 


in Israeli jails. Do you have 
any figure in that regard? 
and what is their future? 

The present number of Jor¬ 
danian prisoners in Israeli 
jails is about 19. The number 
was higher but we have been 
working over the pasi couple 
of years to release many of 
them and we have succeeded 
in that, ll is a lengthy process, 
negotiations are intense with 
the Israeli authorities to 
release the remaining 19 
prisoners. 

Regarding the absentee 
property. Is there any 
movement in that regard? 

This is again one o! the 
issues that we are following 
intensely with the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment. improvement is 
slow humour* effonsJorej«oQ- 
tinuins till- we find a solution 
which is beneficialato- Jorda¬ 
nian interests in that area. ■ 


Dakamseh*s case 
continues to be a 
hot potato 

By a Star Staff Writer 

NAOUR— Contrary to 
expectations, the military 
court sentenced Jordanian 
soldier Ahmed Al Dakam¬ 
seh to life imprisonment 
with hard labor for shoot¬ 
ing dead seven Israeli 
schoolgirls on the border¬ 
land of Baqoura last 
March. 

The verdict shocked the 
defence committee, which 
expected a 10 to 15 year- 
sentence after the court 
agreed that Dakamseh's 
crime is not premeditated. 

And since most experts confirmed that he sutlers from a psy¬ 
chological illness which made him unaccountable for his 
actions as a result of diminished responsibility. 

“If the crime is not premeditated, the sentence should 
have ranged between 15 to life imprisonment." said Mr 
Ahmad Obiedat. member of the 92-person defence commit¬ 
tee of Dakamseh. “In the case of a multi-victim crime, life 
imprisonment is Lhe usual sentence, but in Dakamseh's case, 
the court passed a life sentence without taking the mental 
stale of the defendant into consideration.'' Obiedat who is 
also a former prime minister. Lold reporters outside the 
courtroom. 

The five-judge military- tribunal decided that CpL 
Dakamseh, 26. was guilty of murder but ruled out a premedi¬ 
tation accusation, which could have brought a death sen¬ 
tence. In turn, the court handed down a life sentence because 
he has anti-social personality disorder. 

“His psychological state did not make it possible for the 
defendant to maintain composure, prior planning or even 
self-control, thus premeditation was not there," said the head 
of the tribunal Brig. Ma'amoun Al Khasawneh. “He knew 
what he was doing when he shot the girls, but his personal 
disorder made him act impulsively regardless of the 
consequences." 

During the 90-minute court session. Dakamseh. was 
oftenly reading from the holy Koran. He was calm when his 
sentence, the maximum punishment for murder, was read 
oul. Dakamseh has no right to appeal. However, the Chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Field Marshal Abdel Hafiz 
Marai Ka'abneh has the right to either approve the verdict 
against Dakamseh. acquit him or call for a retrial. 

In an attempt to reduce the sentence, head of Dakamseh's 
defence committee. Mr Hussein Mjalli sent a memo to Al 
Ka'abneh demanding a lesser sentence or withdraw the ver¬ 
dict. According to Mjalli. Article (8» of the Military Penal 
Code states that any verdict by the Military court would not 
be executed unless it is passed by the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Stuff or his authorized official. And the Chairman 
has the right to either pass the verdict, cancel it. release the 
accused, order retrial, reduce sentence or not to implement 
the verdict. 

Mjalli appealed to Al Ka'abneh to use his authority in that 
regard. He said in his memo “I appealed to you to order your 
just and legal decision to cancel the verdict against my client 
and order his release or reduce the sentence or cease the exe¬ 
cution of verdict." 

The tribunal also found Dakamseh guilty on three charges 
of intent, to kill, threatening to kill and military disobedience, 
for which he..was sentenced to a total of 14 years, to run con¬ 
currently with the life sentence. 

1 Continued on page 2 
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I We're treating you to 200 free tickets 
" on the 20th anniversary of our 
s Amman-New York route. 




http//: www.arabia.com/ 
JordanToday 


We've come a long way since July 11.1977 when we fiis flew between 
Amman and New York. Twenty years, we think, calls for an all-out 
treat few you. So during the month of July, well be raffling free roundnip 
rickets on every flight on this route for a total of 200 winnas. Fly Royal 
Jordanian to New York and celebrate our annhetsary with us. 
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IjCXK MnK analyzing ph«qBrapha sent 
vnMdeon Mars, are making exciting discoveries abm 


back from the Path fin der's landing 
about the red planet's surface.) 


Our Say. . . 


A new US policy is needed 


THIS WEEK'S breakthrough in Brussels in the political deadlock crippling talks be¬ 
tween the Palestinians and Israelis is a modest but important achievement for the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. Tire meeting between President Arafat and Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy had reportedly succeeded in relaunching bilateral peace negotiations, 
stuck ever since the government of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu be¬ 
gan construction work of a Jewish settlement on occupied Arab lands in East Jerusa¬ 
lem. 

it is early to put too much hope on the Brussels meeting. The Israeli government 
has lost credibility and the only way, hope can be restored is by seeing concrete 
steps taken by Tel Aviv to put the peace process back on track. 

It is a modest triumph for the Europeans, because under different circumstances 
the results would have been much more encouraging. Europe has been trying, fruit¬ 
lessly, to find a role for itself in the Middle East peace process since the Madrid 
peace conference in 1991. Their efforts have been circumvented by US and Israeli 
objections and political Arab incapacitation. The absence of Europe from effective 
participation in the negotiation process that followed Madrid is probably the cause 
of a one-sided, imbalanced and impotent political process. 

Even when European mediation, such as that of Norway, succeeded in bringing 
out the controversial Oslo accords between the Palestinians and the Israelis, US 
monopoly over the peace process and its obvious bias in favor of Israel has left these 
accords, and its signatories, in limbo. 

Netanyahu’s intransigence has dealt a deadly blow to the peace process. But his 
extremism could have been checked if the US had intervened as on honest broker in 
the talks. Instead, it turned a blind eye to Netanyahu’s destructive settlement policies 
which brought the process to a halt. 

For the past few months, the Americans have been unwilling to bring pressure on 
the Israeli government, preferring instead to squeeze more concession from the Pal¬ 
estinians. When this short-sighted policy did not work out, the Americans turned 
their backs on the region and focused their attention on other issues but not without 
putting their veto power in the LIN at Israel's disposal. 

Leaving the parties to cook in their own sauce has not proven to be a wise policy. 
Israel’s settlement policy has not been shaken and Netanyahu’s intransigence has 
not been watered down in spite of his growing isolation. The Palestinians, on the 
other hand, feel abandoned -with no party to turn to in order to force Israel to honor 
its commitments under the peace agreements. 

Europe's concern- for -the region’s, affairs is part and parcel of its own national se¬ 
curity and interests. Its mediation efforts, while appreciated, will not bring about the 
needed change in -the-peace j process unless the Americans review their policy to¬ 
wards the current Israeli government. The Brussels meeting was a modest gesture, 
but without renewed American intervention, the process will soon be bogged down 
again. ■ 


During his visit to Ramal- 
lah, Sunday, Prime Minis¬ 
ter Majali expressed Jor¬ 
dan's full support for the 
Palestinian people and 
leadership. Dr Majali met 
PNA President Yassir Ara¬ 
fat and conveyed to him His 
Megesty King Hussein’s 
and HRH Crown Prince 
Hasson's wishes for the 
creation of a Palestinian 
state on Palestinian land. 
Mr Arafat said that Al Ma- 
jall’s visit was productive 
and important. Arafat add¬ 
ed that an agreement was 
drawn up regarding Jorda¬ 
nian and Palestinian eco¬ 
nomic matters. The agree¬ 
ment confirmed the 
meeting of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian economic com¬ 
mittee that is due to be held 
Amman next week. 

President Arafat also told 
Dr Majali that he would be 
visiting Jordan shortly to 
meet with His Megesty the 
King. 
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President Ezer Weizman says 
Israel has no alternative but 


to talk to the Palestinians 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr Ezer 
Weizman Is the President of 
Israel. A Labor politician of 
many years, he held numer¬ 
ous portfolios in many previ¬ 
ous Israeli governments. Mr 
Weizman also served in the 
Israeli army. He talked to 
Ghanem Nuseibeh recently 
about peace prospects and 
relations with the Palestinian 
leadership. Excerpts follow: 


What would you say about 
the peace process, especially 
on the Palestinian-Israeli 
track? 

There are many things 1 
would like to see different. I 
would like to see the peace 
process progressing faster. 
Last time I met Chairman Ara¬ 
fat I told him he has to be pa¬ 
tient, although I know that 
both sides have to be. He has 
achieved more than any Pales¬ 
tinian leader in the past. He is 
in control of two and a half 
million Palestinians with con¬ 
trol of most of Gaza and the 
cities of Jenin. Tulkarm, Qal¬ 
qilya. Nablus Ramallah, Beth¬ 
lehem, Jericho and this is only 
the beginning; by 1999 we 
have to finalize the agreement 
between us. 


ited an agreement 
which his prude- 
cessor signed. 
The Egyptian 
pushed, for the 
first time, for a 
written agreement 
about the Pales¬ 
tinian problem, 
because Sadat 
said: 'This is not 
a bilateral agree¬ 
ment, this is a 
framework and 
we shall sign an 
agreement with 
you. conditional 
to solving the Pal¬ 
estinian problem 
and with Syria. 
Jordan and Leba- 


Your government does not 
seem to be doing much to ad¬ 
vance the peace process? 

i would not say she is not 
doing much, she might not be 
doing what some people would 
like. We live in a democratic 
process. I would like you to re¬ 
member one thing. I am not 
counterattacking this ques¬ 
tion... the Palestinians are suf¬ 
fering now for not having ac¬ 
cepted the partition plan of 
1947. Had the Palestinian lead¬ 
ership accepted the partition of 
Palestine which our then pre¬ 
statehood authorities agreed 
to, it would have resulted in 
the creation of a Jewish state 
and an Arab state. Both sides 
have to take it easy now and to 
realize that we will not get 100 
percent, the Palestinians will 
not get 100 percent. This is 
now the discussion. What per¬ 
centage of Palestine, or Eretz 
Yisrael as we call it. will be 
ours, and what will be Pales¬ 
tine's. 


non. 

On the other 
hand. King Huss¬ 
ein is a very re¬ 
spectable man, I 
know him now. [ 
didn't know him 
before, and he 
seems to be a 
very stout leader, 
and it is a pleas¬ 
ure to be in his 
presence. Last 
time 1 saw him. 
he flew a helicop¬ 
ter and I was sit¬ 
ting in it and I 
watched him fly 



EZER WEIZMAN. 
Israel's President 
turned bavk 


through Jordan, but the main 
side is the Palestinian and the 
only one to talk to now is Ara¬ 
fat because he was democrati¬ 
cally elected and Inshallah we 
will one day talk to Assad. 


Do you trust Arafat? 

The question of trusting 
someone is like: do you trust 
your own wife? Does the wife 
trust her own husband? Trust 
is a very flexible thing. I have 
no alternative. I have to talk to 
him. I have to take certain 
risks and he does that for his 
people. We have to find a so¬ 
lution that will give him the 
best possibility to act in such a 
way that I trust him. It is a bit 
of a philosophical answer. 


You said you’re not get¬ 
ting 100 percent of- “Eretz 
Yisrael.” Does this mean you 
are going to give anything 
back? 

Of course. The minute the 
prime minister said that he is 
for the Alon plan, the Alon 
plan is not all of Israel. 


I’ll take it as a —yes? 

Yes? Look if 1 didn't trust 
him completely. I wouldn’t 
talk to him and I would say 1 
don't want to talk to him. 1 
have invited him to my private 
home and I went to see him in 
Gaza. 


and diaspora affairs, when 
you were in Britain you said 
you didn’t need Diaspora's 
help anymore? 

Well l wasn't as dramatic as 
that. We definitely need less. 
We have now the government, 
the parliament, our own army 
and we can deal directly with 
the British government, the 
United States government I 
said that there is a different re¬ 
lation between world Jewiy 
and us now. We are less de¬ 
pendent on world Jewry. We 
are more dependent for in¬ 
stance on the United Slates as 
a state. Of course, there is a 
poiideal influence, especially 
in the United States where 
there are five and a half mil¬ 
lion Jews, and there are other 
minorities. I didn’t say we 
should cut relations with, 
world Jewry. 


complete five years, with the 
option to run for five more. 
Presently my decision Is to run 
for five more, I can only run 
for two terms, and when I fin¬ 
ish I will be 79, I am still 
thinking whether to do it. 1 
will definitely finish my five 
years. I finished ray political 
life when I resigned from the 
Knesset in 1991. 


As an Israeli leader, which 
of the Arab leaders in your 
opinion is best for his people 
as far as peace with Israel is 
concerned? 

I am biased because I know 
the Egyptians. Come Decem¬ 
ber this year, it would be 20 
years since I've known Presi¬ 
dent Mubarak. 1 met him when 
I first visited Egypt I was the 
first minister to visit Egypt in 
*77, a month after the visit of 
SadaL..I am sure he [Mubarak] 
wants peace, but he also inher- 


You have condemned the 
Hebron posters, but what 
are your views about remov¬ 
ing the settlements in Heb¬ 
ron to ease this tension? 

This is what is known in 
good Imperial College English 
as a hot potato. Abraham and 
Isaac are buried there, which 
is a mosque and a synagogue 
together. By the way, 1 hope 
one day Islam and Judaism 
will get closer together be¬ 
cause there is much more 
closeness between Islam and 
Judaism than with Christiani¬ 
ty. We have to be hopeful that 
the Jewish community in Heb¬ 
ron and the Arab community 
in Hebron will be an example 
on how to live together. 


You said they should all 
leave and come to Israel... 

Oh that’s for sure I think all 
of them should come and live 
here. You see one of the ques¬ 
tions I always ask my friends, 
I have a lot of friends, espe¬ 
cially in England, what do you 
think the future of Jewry is, if 
only for ope aspect is inter¬ 
marriage? The fact is that Jew¬ 
ry does not expand. We were 
12 million in the beginning of 
the Second World War, we 
lost half and we are only back 
to 13. So inter-marriage to 
keep Jewiy can be better kept 
in Israel than, for instance, in 
Manchester [city in UK]. 


Moving to world Jewry 


Are you in your final days 
or your political career? 

First of all, the presidency 
is not a political issue. I tiy to 
keep as much as possible out 
of politics, i am now in my 
fifth year. Next May I will 


What is your message to 
our Arab and Muslim mem¬ 
bers and your message to 
our Jewish members? 

First of all to the Muslim 
members, I am very sorry and 
l apologize for this terrible, 
stupid and uncivilized crime 
too. which puts the Prophet 
Mohammad, who I said is 
much closer to Judaism than 
many others, insneha terrible 
way which is anti-Jewish too. 1 

And I hope that one day we 
will really settle down. It’s not ’ 
an easy thing, because after so 
many years, a 100 years is not 
a long period. And that we 
eventually find the common 
aspects of Judaism and Islam 
.and of course Christianity, 
but I say Islam because there 
is a majority of Muslims in 
our part of the world, and I’ve 
said it and I repeal it that there 
is much closeness between Is¬ 
lam and Judaism, and that we 
will understand that not only 
because it sounds good that 
we have to live together, but it 
is also the Jewish and Islamic 
heritage and history that 
brought us together. There are 
a lot of differences, and we 
will be able to live together 
for the benefit of this area, Is¬ 
lam is a great movement with 
over a billion Muslims all over 
the world to only 13 million 
, Jews. ■ 


High-level friendship 


forged in world war 


Forged in War: ChurchiU, 
Roosevelt .and the Second 
World War, by Warren Kim¬ 
ball, HarperCollins £25, 422 


Reviewed by Angus Calder 


AT THE outset of his valuable 
and entertaining book. Warren 
Kimball quotes Chief of Imperi¬ 
al General Staff Alan Brooke's 
description of Churchill ‘'work¬ 
ing” with him till nearly 3 am, 
with the gramophone turned on, 
skipping about the room "with a 
sandwich in one hand and wa¬ 
tercress in the other.** What on 
earth kept such Great Leaders 
going? 

When Churchill was in his 
70s, and Roosevelt in his wheel¬ 
chair, they met in Tehran in 
1943. Roosevelt had travelled 
nearly 9,000 miles, hideously 
uncomfortable in aircraft, 
through dangerous skies. 
Churchill arrived with a cold 
and a cough and was seriously 
ill with pneumonia on his way 
home, convalescing for two 
weeks in Alarrakech. Kimball 
draws attention constantly to 
the health and comfort factors 
in diplomacy. 

Meanwhile, ChurchiU was a 
day-long drinker, and Roosevelt 
smoked cigarettes heavily on 
top of his paralysis, caused by 
polio and chronic bleeding hae¬ 
morrhoids. Yet Kimball thinks 
that their views held steady. 
Each kept consistently fighting 


his end. Churchill was deter¬ 
mined to preserve a Great Pow¬ 
er role for his Empire, which 
centred on India (and depended 
on the Indian Army far coher¬ 
ence). FDR was always pos¬ 
sessed by the counterdrive to 
sort the world out for free- 
market capitalism. They could 
not disguise their differences. 
But they did contrive to joke 
with each other about them and 
so. in some sense, could be 
called “friends''. 

Both men, however, were 
gifted actors and wondsmiths 
capable of feigning friendship. 
Kimball sees Roosevelt as an 
arch “seducer", who flew so far 
to Tehran because he wanted to 
meet, and charm. Stalin. 
Churchill was chronically disin¬ 
genuous in his efforts to shift 
the thrust of the joint war effort 
away from frontal assault on 
Europe, as happened on D-Day. 
towards defence of imperial in¬ 
terests in the Mediterranean. 
Like great sportsmen playing on 
when hamstrung, and octoge¬ 
narian conductors somehow 
standing through hour-long 
symphonies, these unhealthy, 
old men seem to typify how ob¬ 
session with power can drive 
people on for beyond normal 
limits. 

Kimball, editor of three vol¬ 
umes of Churchill-Roosevelt 
correspondence and author of 
several books on closely related 
subjects, has had to acquire the 


geopolitical vision of his protag¬ 
onists. for whom an episode in 
the Don basin or Madagascar 
might be of relevance to what 
could happen in Norway or 
New Guinea. 

His narrative most usefully 
links together worldwide simul¬ 
taneities normally treated well 
apart. Both FDR and Churchill 
the latter, in particular bad an 
impressive grasp of world geog¬ 
raphy. one of several reasons 
why we might call them 
"great". 

Do great men determine his¬ 
tory? Images of "Roosevelt" 
alone seeing off the "isolation¬ 
ists" who didn't want America 
drawn into war while "Church¬ 
ill" personally kept the Nazis at 
bay, typify a strip-cartoon, no¬ 
tion of history which just cannot 
be right. So does the idea, much 
touted in wartime propaganda, 
that Hiller wanted to make him¬ 
self World Dictator. But large' 
forces, however crudely, are 
thus represented. 

influential for beyond the red 
bits on the map. Today the US 
exercises even ruUer world heg¬ 
emony. In between, Germany's 
bid for similar authority not im¬ 
plying swastikas in Swaziland 
and jackboots on Java was halt¬ 
ed and battered down. 

To tins result, the US brought 
far and away the greatest indus¬ 
trial capacity, pouring tanks and 
aircraft off Fordite assembly- 
lines. The Soviet Union provid¬ 


ed the overwhelming numbers 
of male (and female) soldiers 
needed to defeat the Ger mans 
on die front which mattered 
most to Hitler. What did Britain 
contribute? In Kimball's view, 
Britain won "the first and indis¬ 
pensable victory of the second 
world war 1 ' by refusing to sur¬ 
render in 1940-41. thus "making 
it possible for others to win the 

war". 

Tf I die." Churchill told his 
daughter in Marrakech, "don't 
worry, the war is won." But if 
he lud died in late 1940 . . .? 
Any consequent collapse of the 
will to fight in. the British gov¬ 
erning class might well have 
brought the US into the war 
faster. In global struggle, Ger¬ 
many and Japan were bound to 
lose the diplomatic dealings of 
ChurehOI and Roosevelt merely 
inflected and nuanced that 
bigger story. But their individu¬ 
al personalities may be said to 
have determined at least in part, 
the atmosphere in which we 
have lived ourselves. 

Their "friendship" helped to 
ensure that the alliance against 
Hitler wa s firm and cordial and 
that the subsequent triumph of 
US capitalism did not leave a 
legacy of bitterness among die 
British. ■ 
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sumed crucial impo rtune* 
that it is used today 
changeabiy with. wh^.Wfr 
commonly call deriipttr*" 7 
. Although going 1 to 
polls is just. One aspW 
democracy, it is a vital 
mlistic characteristic. _ 
Usancmary efecrions Juttfe 
come to symbolize te W-j 
liticai sovereignty'of to® 
people. And the extent-/# 
Snuggle in the world sins* 
torv to reach this .stage, off 
political representation 
far reaching. - - -V , 

This democratic right .is,: 
earned, and its baas 
notion of political 
and social responsibility. 
Such attributes, are jk> ; 
longer the monopoly 
developed world; they are 
part of the international 
value-system of eodlfear 
lion. Even the radicals— 
which always suspected 
mocracy—have throwtrabe^ 
gun away and opted for dm 
ballot box as the only rea¬ 
listic option for politicap. 
participation in the affairs 
of their communities .^, 

Jordan is no different 
from any other country that 
has gone through the demo¬ 
cratic transition, and finally 
reached the stage of institu¬ 
tional. political democratic 
practice with all shades of 
opinions, undertaking par¬ 
liamentary participation in 
the affairs of the country 

Political democracy is 
practiced without any dis¬ 
crimination to any political 
force that upholds the Coo- 
stitution. This is not dis¬ 
similar to the attitudes of 
older democracies, who re¬ 
spect the opinion of the 
majority, and protect the 
democratic rights of the mi¬ 
nority. while at the same 
time deny the right io any 
organization that threatens, 
with the use of force, to 
overthrow the system. 

In Jordan, all political 
views compete under.the 
parliamentary dome, ac¬ 
cording to their merit and 
size of thefcpopularity. But 
'suddenly, we started seeing 
members of what we can 
term as opposition parties, 
holding their meetings in 
fraternal countries, as if 
they are not tolerated in 
Jordan. The joke is that 
most of their co-ideologists 
in the same fraternal coun¬ 
tries, do not have the right 
to public assembly. 

One cannot help but fed. 
that opposition parties^ 
seem to long for the days 
of suppression, and almost, 
have a guilt complex-about 
being tree to express their 
opinions and hold public 
meetings. Has the glitter 
gone out finally? And can't 
there be an opposition 
without the need for sup¬ 
pression? It is bard to-Un¬ 
derstand such an attitude 
that demands an apology 
from the government that is 
acting democratically,' and 
upholding the principles of 
public assembly and free- 
dom of convictions'. . 

Before the elections 
campaign even started, we 
have began hearing debates 
within some of the opposi¬ 
tion groups, that they wifl^j 
not participate in the com¬ 
ing elections. The reason' 
for that seems to be foe 
premonition thar the elec¬ 
tions' results will be fraiuf' 
ulent and, there is no point 
in participating unless in-, 
temationai observers are 
calledin. 

It is hard to accept that 
the honourable opposition¬ 
ists do not look around'ahd 
see the extent of our coun¬ 
try's gains from the demo¬ 
cratic experience. And to 
judge the results before-, 
hand is an extreme case of j 
paranoia, which the trust', 
and cooperation among the 
three powers in the country 
should have eliminated by 
now. Indeed, foe hardest is 
to conquer the things' that 
we thought that we coit^ 
queued. Our brothers in the 
region, look with envy , to 
the political paiticipatiaiii-4| 
of the Jordanian people in/, 
running their own country. 

While those who pretend 
to have its best interest at 
heart, not only wish to shoip; 
the experience, but also 
throw doubt on our gains. 
Hot-beads should cool 
down and "oppositionists or 
otherwise, will take/their 
rightful place in enriching. 
the democratic experience. 

As for calling on interna-' 
tional observers to monitor 
the elections, it seems it 
was done in the heat of the 
moment, for no Jordanian 
will accept to compromise 
the sovereignty of'"our 
country, and most certainly 
not, a potential Jordanian 
legislator. ■- 1 
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Business 

scene 


■ On the occasion of His 
Majesty's Ascension to the 
Throne, the first exhibition 
■in the Middle East for Plas¬ 
tic and Rubber Industries 
will open on 3 August. Mr 
Yacoub bani HathiL gen¬ 
eral manger of the Zaitoun 
and Partners Esc, the orga¬ 
nizer of the event, said that 
a large number of Jorda¬ 
nian companies will be par¬ 
ticipating. This is in addi¬ 
tion to companies from 
Saudi Arabia and Russia. 
He added that there is a 
possibility that Kuwait will 
also take part in this event. 
During the exhibition the 

i Investment Promotion 

| Corp., will present pro- 
paras for investment in 
Jordan to businessmen 
who will be meeting in this 
exhibition to discuss the 
possibilities for mutual 
cooperation. 

■ The UN Security Coun¬ 
cil's Sanctions Committee 
approved new Jordanian 
export contracts valued at 
$1.1 million to Iraq. The 
new contracts cover phar¬ 
maceuticals at $777,000, 
industrial equipments at 
$341,000, and commercial 
materials at $59,000. With 
these the total of the 
approved contracts of the 
Jordanian firms reaches 
about $6,765385. The new 
contracts have resulted 
from the efforts made by 
Ionian's Permanent Mis¬ 
sion in UN, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry. 

■ Jordan’s exports 
increased by 6.5% in the 
first three months of this 
year compared with the 
same period in 1996. This 
is according to a report on 
Jordan’s external trade by 
the Ministry of Planning. 
These exports were esti¬ 
mated at JD 226,6 million 
compared with JD 212.8 
million over the first three 
months of last year. The 
report shows that Arab 
markets took 44 percent of 
these exports at a value of 
JD 93 million. Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia are the major 
importers, while India and 
Israel took JD 23 million of, 
total exports: Exports ttJ ttie ' 

I Palestine Natipnal Author-1 
ity during tKis penod, ■ 
increased by 125 percent to 
reach JD 1.8 million. 

However, Jordan's 
imports have also increased . 
by 2.1% compared with 
the same time of last year. 
The value of imports 
reached JD 671 million, 
whereas last year they 
totalled JD 357 million. 
The most important Jorda¬ 
nian imports are crude oil 
and raw materials at JD 90 
million. The report also 
says that the opening of 
the Gulf markets helped to 
increase the exports of con¬ 
sumer's commodities by 
35.3%. Moreover, it shows 
that the deficit in the trade 
balance is JD 390,7 million 
in comparison with JD 
385,8 for the same period 
of 1996. 
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Jordan expected to see 
touristic hype soon 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

AT LAST summer has truly 
begun. Tourists are flocking 
into the country—Jordanian 
expatriates as well as Arab 
and foreign tourists are arriv¬ 
ing daily in their thousands. 

The tourism sector in Jor¬ 
dan can be divided into two: a 
desire by tourists to see the 
rich archaeological sites, of 
which there are a great many 
and medical treatment for 
various ailments, particularly 
skin diseases. 

Both archaeological and 
therapeutic tourists demand a 
high quality service, attrac¬ 
tive sites and of course at a 
reasonable cost. 

Many hotels have been 
built after the signing of the 
peace treaty with Israel in the 
hope of the expected influx of 
visitors to Jordan. 

Last year revenues from 
tourism were estimated at 
$700 million. However, 
today, and up till now the 
tourism flows have been 
badly affected by setbacks in 
the peace process and the rel¬ 
ative stability in the region. 

But the Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism is adamant. It’s going on 
with its infrastructure reha¬ 
bilitation and improvement 
in the performance of touris¬ 
tic agencies, hotels, transport 
vehicles, services, restaurants 
and all entertainment centers. 

Despite the setback. Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism Aqel Baltaji, 
expects the number of tourists 
to increase by 25 percent. 

According to Beltaji. tour¬ 
ist arrivals until the end of 
June this year reached about 
467325, 52.887 of whom 

came from the USA. 132.705 
from Europe and 21,999 from 
other countries. 
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Also 202.464 tourists came 
from the Gulf and 57,470 
from Israel. 

However, some observers 
point out that those who are 
coining from the Gulf or 
Israel cannot be considered 
'tourists.' as most of them 
have primarily come to see 
their families who already 
own properties in Jordan. This 
is to say that they are not 
using restaurants or hotels to 
be labelled as tourists who 
help to enhance touristic reve¬ 
nues or income. 

Some of them do visit his¬ 
torical and archaeological 
sites, but they are few. Israeli 
tourists also do not bring to 
Our treasury that much, they 
mainly come to visit Petra 


via Aqaba and don't stay in 
the hotel for more than a day. 

The Tourism Ministry is 
planning to expand the num¬ 
ber of hotel rooms to 11108. 
this year. The current number 
is only about 5286. but some 
touristic agencies see no need 
for this. 

They put the blame of the 
decline in the number of tour¬ 
ists arriving at Jordan on the 
high cost of spending one 
night or more at these hotels. 

But. the director of the Jor¬ 
dan’s Hotels Association 
Fakhri Twal does not agree. 
He told The Star that "the 
pricing of holes' fares is fixed 
by the Ministry of Tourism 
and our Association. Hotels 
are allowed to offer 50 per¬ 


cent discount for Jordanians, 
certain companies or perma¬ 
nent clients.” Twal added that 
the average fare of one room 
in one night in a deluxe Five 
Star hotel is JD 100 in 
Amman . and JD 70 in a Four 
Sur hotel in Aqaba, this is 
without discount, so whoever 
says that the fare is very high 
must be mistaken. But Twal 
clarified that the demand on a 
certain hotel in a special sea¬ 
son or occasion could cause a 
higher fare. 

What is more exciting is 
that more and more tourists 
arc expected next season. 
Chairman of the Jordan 
Hotels Association Michel 
Nuzzal says "Hotels' hook¬ 
ings over the next six months 


are attractive and promising. 
They are up by 10 percent 
compared with the same time 
last year. This means that we 
have to expect more tourists 
and higher revenues". Nazzal 
said. 

He attributed these posi¬ 
tive developments to the 
efforts made by the Ministry 
of Tourism in cooperation 
with the Jordan's Hotels’ 
Association, the private sec¬ 
tor and the Royal Jordanian to 
promote this country as a 
touristic market. 

Twal shares Nazzal's view 
that tourism will sec a 
remarkable hvpe soon, unless 
affected by political develop¬ 
ments due*to the deadlock in 
the peace process. Jordan is 
sensitive toward political 
events in the region, mainly 
in the Palestinian territories 
and Israel as any event will 
be automatically reflected on 
the visitors coming to the 
Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Tourism is 
planning to expand tourism 
marketing programs by 
spending JD400.000 to enable 
touristic organizations to mar¬ 
ket Jordan tourism interna¬ 
tionally. Certainly the climate 
of peace and stability in the 
region as well as the attrac¬ 
tive "therapeutic tourism" in 
the Dead Sea and other hot 
spas help to promote the num¬ 
ber of tourist arrivals to 
Jordan. 

Encouraged by the latest 
economic and investment 
measures introduced by the 
Central Bank of Jordan, 
many Arab and German 
investors are currently will¬ 
ing to build therapeutic hotels 
in the Dead Sea. Its water is 
the only therapeutic means to 
cure skin-diseases, in particu¬ 
lar psoriasis. ■ 


AMMAN (Star)—The full 
exploitation - of the mineral 
resources potential . in Jordan 
is given much concern by the 
governnjenL It is inviting local 
and foreign private sectors to 
play a more active role in this 
process. • __ . 

Oil exploration contracts 
have recently been awarded to 
foreign companies, and in 
addition to that, time are drill¬ 
ing operations currently being 
carried out by international oil 
firm "Sbeir to exploit shale oil 
in Jordan. 

However^ attempts to exploit 
raw brass for commercial rea¬ 
sons is confronted by much 
protest 

Today, the proposed drilling 
project for brass in Dana is not 
moving forward. Indeed, it is 
being hindered by a dispute 
between the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA) and the 
Royal Society for the Protec¬ 
tion of Nature (RSPN). 

The two sides differ on the 
economic benefits and reve¬ 
nues of the project and its 
impact on the environment. 

Dana hill, is one of six major 
natural reserves organized in 
1993 in an area rich of rare ani¬ 
mate and plants. 

NRA Director General 
Khaled A1 Shayab stresses that 
the project causes no environ¬ 
mental damage, adding that it 
is merely a preparatory process 
to explore the brass potential 
and its economic feasibility. 

There are proven brass 
reserves in Wadi Araba, and 
since the Dana reserve is situ¬ 


ated in the valley, then it would 
have to be looked into. AI 
Shayab says. 

He assures that such a pro¬ 
cess will be carried out in a 
well thought out exploration 
program without harming the 
environment. 

The proven brass reserve in 
the area close to Dana is about 
20 million tons, while accord¬ 
ing to expectations, there is an 
additional reserve of 35 million 
tons. Such potential is promis¬ 
ing and the excavations will 
determine its economic value. 

The government has already 
approved the excavations, tak¬ 
ing into consideration the 
aforementioned figures, says 
Ai Shayab. 

However, the position of the 
RSPN is completely the 
opposite. 

RSPN President Anees Mua- 
shar points out that his society 
should be told about every 
project undertaken in the Dana 
reserve to avoid any damage to 
the environment. 

He adds that if the brass 
exploitation project proves to 
be promising then the feasibil¬ 
ity study must take into 
account the size of water the 
project needs to be fruitful and 
productive, thus hinting at the 
water shortage in Jordan. Not 
convinced with the official 
view he says that it could cause 
damage to the infrastructure 
and have negative impact on 
the future of the reserve as a 
touristic site. 

The Dana reserve is consid¬ 
ered to be the second major 
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Could there be a way out of this conundrum and still preserve the Dana reserve 


tourist attraction after the city 
of Petra, which is 50 kilometers 
south. 

Muashar points out that 
according to previous studies 
the brass exploitation project 
has not proved its beneficial 
economic value. 

In turn, AI Shayab stresses 
that these studies were con¬ 
ducted in 1970s. when the 
value of the ton of brass at 
international markets did not 
exceed $ 1000. whereas its price 
today is $2315. 

On the other hand. Al 


Shayab seems to avuid any 
clash with the RSPN. He reiter¬ 
ates that "all what we look for 
now is to prove the potential 
of brass and this process car¬ 
ries no negative effects to the 
environment." 

He says that the whole pro¬ 
ject can he suspended if no 
attractive results materialize. 

The costs of the project arc 
between $50 in 75 million. 
This will he put up by the for¬ 
eign company that may cel the 
tender for the contract. 

The NRA makes it a condi¬ 


tion that the share of the local 
private sector should not be 
less than 50 percent of the pro¬ 
ject's capital. 

Al Shayab says that such a 
project would bring additional 
income to the treasury linclud¬ 
ing mining fees production and 
income tax). 

However. Muashar says that 
the environmental destruction 
resulting from the execution of 
this project is much more than 
the expected revenues." ■ 





Selling in installment: its benefits 
and risks 

THINKING OF ic as a solution to their problems, people 
went for the deep end. Some, including those who are 
unemployed, started to buy on hire purchase. Shop owners 
obliged, and hire purchase agreements drawn up. In Eng¬ 
land it is called 

buying on "the - .. 

never, never"— , 

paying on -V"- 5 

installment basis 
does take ages. 

Furniture. • ’ V ‘ .1 

they don't have ^'T i 
to pay in cash or 
in advance. 

Today, there are many shops that sell on installment: It 
has become a marketing phenomenon in the country. 
Newly wed couples are very attracted by the motto of “we 
are ready to provide clients with all they need, at attractive 
conditions." 

They sign the hire purchase agreement and “delayed 
cheques" to the shop owners which in turn they have to 
present to the banks on a monthly basis. 

The problem arises when these consumers find them¬ 
selves al the end of the month unable to pay (he install¬ 
ment, so they hold the payment, for the following month. 
After a while they find themseves in arrears. 

This causes a problem for shop owners, who had bought 
their goods or imported them from outside, and have to 
meet their financial obligations to the exporters or the 
bank. This is really the main reason behind another phe¬ 
nomena: the bounced cheques, whose number is on the 
rise, and today is badly in need of a solution—but this is 
really a risk which venders must run in such a kind of 
trade. 

The situation—and it could reflect on the economic state 
of the country—have become so bad that the owners of 
these shops have become bankrupt after failing to resched¬ 
ule their debts or find another outlet for such a case. 

Ibrahim Al Khalili. an electric equipments importer, 
says that the issue of paying in installments should be han¬ 
dled carefully to avoid any mishaps. He stressed that ven¬ 
dors have to be careful in dealing with consumers. Import¬ 
ers and manufacturers have now realized the jest of the 
problem and became more cautious. 

The relation between sellers and buyers should be based 
on mutual confidence and benefit. 

Consumers demand that dealers provide them with a 
high quality commodity at a reasonable price and at facili¬ 
tated conditions.Vendors. in tum, request buyers to abide 
to their commitments and meet financial obligations in 
time. 

However, many people-.say that prices in these shops 
are not low, they may be more than double those in other 
shops, but consumers claim that they have to buy from 
these shops because they don’t have another option. 

Buying in installments is seen as necessary to solve peo¬ 
ple’s financial problems, regardless whether these are high 
or .low. But. do consumers mostly buy what they need on 
hire purchase? 

Definitely not . What is amazing is that many people 
nowadays are even prepared to buy satellites on install¬ 
ments.. Is this a pressing need, or merely to satisfy their 
desire to buy at any cosl Those people are drawn by the 
attractive ads in newspapers and on TV to buy a satellite 
dish at JD 17 per month. It was calculated the other day 
that, that people can switch on the TV, watch as many 
channels as they want at a daily cost of 57 piasters. Now 
people may rush out to buy. but when they become unable 
to pay by the end of the month, then they will certainly 
feel the crunch. ■ 


US Airways names sales, 
marketing vice president 

ARLINGTON — Steven Tracas was named vice president of 
sales''and Martin White vice president of programs and services by 
US Airways Chairman and CEO Stephen M. Wolf. 

Tracas, who comes to US Airways from American airlines, will 
oversee the activities of the company’s worldwide sales force. 
White, who comes from Brierley partners in Chicago, a marketing 
consulting firm, will become the company's vice president of mar¬ 
keting programs and services and wiU oversee US Airways' divi¬ 
dend miles program, the US Airways clubs and consumer affairs. 

"We are extremely pleased that these two talented and experi¬ 
enced individuals will be joining us in these important positions’ 
Wolf said. 

Tracas and White will be based at US Airways’ corporate head¬ 
quarters in Arlington. 

Tracas began his airline career in 1978 as a customer service 
agent with American Airlines and has held a variety of important 
sales and marketing positions. In 1994. he became managing di¬ 
rector, national accounts, at the Sabre Travel information network 
in Dallas, and in 1995, he returned to American Airlines to serve 
as managing director, passenger sales. Western US. 

He holds a bachelor of Science Degree in Aeronautical, technol¬ 
ogy from Arizona State University in Terapel, Arizona. 

White holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administra¬ 
tion, Finance from the University of Houston. ■ 
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Major oil venue to be held 
in Saudi Arabia 





THE IMPORTANCE of oil will 
be on top of the agenda in Saudi 
Arabia. The Second Saudi Ara¬ 
bian Gas Conference due lo he 
held in Yanbu. in the eastern 
province between October 18- 
20 . 

The conference is the second 
in the series devoted to the use 
of gas in Saudi Arabia's power 
anti industrial development. 
Convened as a Louniry focus 
meeting of the powerful Middle 
East Infrastructure Develop¬ 
ment Congress tMEIDCl. the 
conference is being staged in 
pannership with the Royal 
Commission for Jubail and 
Yanbu. 

Additional industry, banking 
and legal experts from five 


nations—Italy, the UK, USA. 
Bahrain and Korea will join the 
speakers platform. 

The conference will feature 
three in-depth sessions. The first 
will concentrate on ‘Integrated 
Gas, Power and Industrial 
Development', the second on 
'Gas Resource Development 
and Industrial Utilisation' and 
the third on ‘Private Power and 
Infrastructure in Saudi Arabia.' 

All three will include the 
tried-and-tested MEIDC strat¬ 
egy of secior-by-sedor roundta¬ 
ble discussions. 

“These allow Ministers, top 
government officials and private 
sector executives to meet and 
clarify their objectives and pri¬ 
orities for future infrastructure 


and industrial developments. 
Rarely do conference delegates 
get to interact with such authori¬ 
tative government decision¬ 
makers allowing them to formu¬ 
late their strategies in line with 
genuine government thinking 
and input into future strategies,'' 
said Victor Hawken. Chief 
Operating Officer, MEIDC. 

"While the key note confer¬ 
ence theme is the integrated 
development of gas. power and 
industry in Saudi Arabia, special 
focus will be given to the ramifi¬ 
cations of gas utilisation on fur¬ 
thering industrialisation in 
Jubail and Yanbu as well as pri¬ 
vate participation in the devel¬ 
opments of the Kingdom’s gas 
transmission infrastructure. 


power plants and industrial utili¬ 
ties," said Hawken. 

‘The Ministerial presence 
together...leading Saudi industri¬ 
alists and prominent figures 
from the Kingdom's petroleum 
and power sectors has enticed a 
number of international authori¬ 
ties to join the speakers panel - 
which will be one of the most 
incisive and commanding ever 
seen ai an event m-this region." 
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Attack on UN base last year 



still fuels Arab bitterness 


“The lesson of Qana is that there is no justice in this world, ” said Sheikh Sobhi Tu- 
fayli, a Muslim leader in the Lebanese city of Baalbek. “People should not be fooled 
by words about human rights and justice and democracy. This world is composed of 

lions, and we must defend ourselves. “ 


9J 


By Nicholas Goldberg 


IL 


QANA. Lebanon— Narmi Ha- 
moud approaches the cemetery 
casually, without awe or rever¬ 
ence, probably because she 
comes every day to pray for her 
relatives and to remember how 
she herself was lined up among 
the dead after the explosion. 

Musa Bourji. a 56-year-old 
farmer, comes in slowly and 
nervously, looking among the 
tombstones for the names of his 
27 family members who were 
killed in an Israeli raid in April 
1996. 

But Naeli Ismail comes in 
angrily. She points to the grue¬ 
some pictures that have been 
posted nearby, at the site where 
the shells hit. That, she said, 
pointing to a dead baby, was 
my niece. Thai, she said, point¬ 
ing to a charred skeleton, was 
my sister-in-law. That, she 
said, was me, crying over the 
body of my brother. In all. 18 
of her relatives were killed. 

“This massacre affected eve¬ 
ryone in this town and every¬ 
one in the country,” Ismail said 
bitterly. “It affected the war 
here, and it affected the whole 
world. No one can ever forget 


In one sense, Ismail is clear¬ 
ly wrong: The West has. to a 
large extent, forgotten the at¬ 
tack on Qana on April 18. 
1996. when the UN base here 
came under attack by Israeli ar¬ 
tillery. More than 100 Leba¬ 
nese refugees died that day— 
enough to make front-page 
news for several days—but 
when “Operation Grapes of 
Wrath" came to an end in Leba¬ 
non a week later, most people 
pushed the incident to the back 
of their minds. Israel described 
the shelling as an unfortunate 
but accidental tragedy and in¬ 
sisted that most of the blame 
should rest with Hezbollah 
guerrillas, their intended target, 
for operating so close to the 
UN base. In the weeks that fol¬ 
lowed. attention moved on. 

But in another sense, the 
world indeed was transformed 
that day. Here in Qana, and in 
Lebanon and in the entire Arab 
Middle East, the massacre, as it 
is known, did not fade away. 

On the contrary, it continued 
to grow in the public mind. As 
time passed, it became a rally¬ 
ing point, a unifying force, a 
symbol that was not to be for¬ 


gotten. 

"Qana was a kind of a wa¬ 
tershed, a seminal event.” said 
one senior western diplomat in 
Beirut. “I'm not sure the world 
understands that.” 

To most Arabs, not only in 
Lebanon but worldwide, there 
is no question that Israel raided 
the UN base on purpose. Fur¬ 
thermore. many believe the Is¬ 
raelis. who were trying to drive 
the area’s villagers north, knew 
they'd taken shelter there. 

"They did it for revenge.'' Is¬ 
mail said with certainty, hardly 
believing that anyone could 
question that conclusion. 
Mohammad Jaffa, a Lebanese- 
American visiting the site last 
week, agreed. “From past prac¬ 
tice, it*s clear that it was not a 
mistake.” he said. "To get what 
they want, the Israelis will do 
anything."' 

International reports on the 
killings have not called the at¬ 
tack Intentional, but they all 
suggested that Israel was. at 
best negligent. 

A UN report concluded "that 
the shelling of the United Na¬ 
tions compound was the result 
of gross technical and/or pro¬ 
cedural errors." A report by 
Virginia Sherry, the associate 


director of Human Rights 
Watch, and another by Amnes¬ 
ty International concluded that 
Israel should have known about 
the refugees and that they 
should have realized they were 
risking shooting into a UN 
compound. Both groups ques-. 
tioned how the shelling possi¬ 
bly could have gone so far off 
target. 

The result of the incident in 
Lebanon was a huge surge of 
support for Hezbollah, the Ira¬ 
nian-backed Shiiie militia that 
has been leading the guerrilla 
war against Israel. Today, three 
Katyusha rockets, the weapon 
of choice in Hezbollah's war. 
are mounted on a giant gate as 
visitors enter Qana, and the par¬ 
ty's yellow banner, with an as¬ 
sault rifle held high in a 
clenched fist, flies everywhere. 

"You should’ve seen me. a 
Christian, waving my arms out 
in the streets after Qana." said 
one student at the American 
University of Beirut last week. 
"It brought us all together. 
Christians and Muslims alike, 
for once.” 

In other countries as well. 
Qana became an instant symbol 
of Israeli aggression. Palestin¬ 
ians halted the peace process. 



Iran called for a renewal of war 
' against Israel. Israeli Arabs an¬ 
nounced they would not vote 
for Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, a move that contributed 
to the victory last May of Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu. 

In the months that followed, 
the attention continued. In Sau¬ 
di Arabia. Qana dominated the 
newspapers long after the bod¬ 
ies were buried, prompting an¬ 
gry. vituperative columns. Eve¬ 
rywhere. Arabs compared the 
killings to the murder of more 
than 400 Palestinians by a Jew¬ 
ish right-wing militia at Deir 
Yassin, a village near Jerusa¬ 
lem. in 1948. 

“Along with the other names 
in their litany of shame—Deir 
Yassin. Kafr Qasim. Sabra. 
Shatilla. Hebron—Qana will 
continue to haunt the Jews for¬ 
ever." wrote Abdul Qader 
Tash. the editor-in-chief of 
Arab News in Saudi Arabia, on 
the first anniversary of the 
shelling. “We are reliving Qana 
every day. Those who fell dead 
on (hat day continue to be 
alive, living within us and 
among us. The noose must be 
lightened around the neck of 
the murderer.” 

The memorial where the 
bodies are buried at the sire of 
the attack gets several hundred 
visitors a day: family members 
of the victims, Lcbanese- 
Americuns visiting the country 
who want to understand how it 
could have happened. Arabs 
from all around the Middle 
East who want to pay their re¬ 
spects. The Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism has put the cemetery and 
memorial on its list of tour bus 
stops, in between various ar¬ 
cheological antiquities. "Qana 
Must Not Be Forgotten.” said a 
sign at the memorial. 

Israel's true intentions are no 
longer ihe crucial issue here. 
Qana has become a symbol, 
and it's not likely to disappear 
regardless of what facts 
emerge. Like Deir Yassin, and 
• like the many bombings and 
shootings perpetrated against 
Israel over the years. Qana has 
entered the great swirling pot 
of Middle East hatred, and it 
will serve as a constant remin¬ 
der to Arabs why they should 
continue their battle against Is¬ 
rael. 

"The lesson of Qana is that 
there is no justice in this 
world,” said Sheikh Sobhi Tu- 
t'ayli. a Muslim leader in the 
Lebanese dty of Baalbek. 
“People should not be fooled 
by words about human rights 
and justice and democracy. 
This world is composed of li¬ 
ons. and we must defend our¬ 
selves.” ■ 


Qana remembered: A massacre that will continue to rattle Israeli conscience 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Former 

chief makes 

comeback bid 


j ,.-;S 





By Nicholas Gold¬ 
berg 


BAALBECK, Leba¬ 
non—Sheikh Sobhi 
Tufayli is terse and ir¬ 
ritable. an unsmiling 
hardliner in a black 
turban. 

As head of the Ira¬ 
nian-backed Hezbol¬ 
lah in the 1980s, he is 
believed to have been 
the mastermind be¬ 
hind numerous abduc¬ 
tions, before being 
shunted aside in the 
early 1990s when 
Hezbollah sought to 
change its image. 

But now Tufayli is 
back, eager to take on 
a role again in the Is¬ 
lamic movement, of¬ 
fering himself as an 
alternative to Hezbol¬ 
lah, which he seems 
to believe has become 
too mainstream and 
“pragmatic” 

Last week, he led a 
demonstration on be¬ 
half of the hungry and 
needy Shiites in the 
Bekaa Valley, a Hez¬ 
bollah stronghold 
where Tufayli also 
has his power base. 
He called for civil dis¬ 



Tufayli 


obedience to force the govern¬ 
ment to improve economic 
conditions. 

While hundreds of soldiers 
and other security forces stood 
by, bearded young men. beat¬ 
ing their chests, chanted: “We 
want to eat, we are hungry. 
We want to drink, we are 
thirsty” After the rally, some 
200 participants were arrested. 

Hezbollah, the main militia 
group fighting Israel in south¬ 
ern Lebanon, had opposed the 
demonstration and did not 
take part. Tufayli said he held 
it because Hezbollah was 
scared to do so. 

“They’re afraid of challeng¬ 
ing the authorities.” Tufayli 
said in an interview last.week.__ 

Tufayli,'49. who was. as 
one Western diplomat put it, 
“present at the creation of 
Hezbollah,” insists there’s no 
rift between him and the main¬ 
stream of the party. But he’s 
been increasingly critical of 
the organization for several 
years now. In 1992. when 
Hezbollah first decided to par¬ 
ticipate in Lebanon’s national 
elections, Tufayli said the Is¬ 
lamic group should not take 
part in the secular system. He 
also appears to be harder-line 
on the issue of Israel and the 
Palestinians. While many Hez¬ 
bollah leaders have hinted 
they would end their guerrilla 
war if Israel withdraws from 
territory it occupies in south¬ 
ern Lebanon, Tufayli insists 
the war should go on. 

“We need the whole of Pal¬ 
estine,” he said. “It is the duty 


of all Muslims to Fight until 
all of Palestine is liberated. ... 
Any leader who is willing to 
compromise with less is a 
traitor” 

Hezbollah has changed its 
tactics in the days since Tu¬ 
fayli ran the group. Where it 
once made its biggest head¬ 
lines through hostage-taking, 
it is now running a relatively 
traditional guerrilla war 
against Israel. It has also be¬ 
come more media-friendly, 
more slick and less rigidly Is¬ 
lamic in its outlook. Where 
its leaders once called for the 
creation of an Islamic slate in 
Lebanon, they’re now talking 
about an end to sectarianism 
and about, good, relations be¬ 
tween Christians ‘ and Mus¬ 
lims. Hezbollah officials now 
meet with Western diplomats 
they had once threatened to 
kill. 

“You know, you can’t go 
on fighting forever." said Ib¬ 
rahim Musawi, a spokesman 
for Hezbollah in Beirut. 
“Sometimes you have to 
change the way you're fight¬ 
ing. I wouldn’t call it ‘prag¬ 
matism’ I’d call it ‘maturity’" 

It’s not clear that Tufayli 
poses a significant threat to 
Hezbollah's formal leader¬ 
ship, under Sheikh Hassan 
Nasrallah, who appears to be 
in clear control in the south 
of Lebanon. 

But the sheer fact of Tufay¬ 
li's appearance has raised 
concerns among Lebanon 
watchers. For one thing, it 
suggests that the key power 


behind Lebanon—Syna, 
which has some 30,000. 

troops in the country—has 
decided to keep an alternative 
to Hezbollah alive. Most out¬ 
siders agree that the demon¬ 
stration in the Bekaa would 
never have taken place with¬ 
out Syrian approval. 

For another thing, Tufayli’s 
recent activities raise the 
question of whether there 
really is a segment of the 
Shiiie population that be¬ 
lieves Hezbollah has become 
too pragmatic and conciliato¬ 


ry 


A real split in Hezbollah— 
if Tufayli were once again to 
become a meaningful leader 
within 'die' Shiite comrrfttriP* 
ty —could force the organiza¬ 
tion's mainstream to become 
more militant, or could actu¬ 
ally lead to the creation of a. 
new armed force in southern 
Lebanon. 

For the moment, the rift be¬ 
tween Tufayli and Hezbollah 
is being minimized by both 
sides; in fact, the numerous 
plainclothes bodyguards with 
machine guns who hover 
around Tufayli are provided 
by the leadership of Hezbol¬ 
lah. But one Western diplo¬ 
mat warns that appearances 
can be deceiving. 

"I'd say they're there 
watching him as much as de¬ 
fending him” ■ 


LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 


Palestinians arrest 4 cops 
accused of Jewish settler plot 


By Maijorie Miller 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Palestinian security forces 
have arrested four police offi¬ 
cers, including a police chief 
whom Israel accused of head¬ 
ing a squad that planned to at¬ 
tack Jewish settlers, officials 
said Sunday. 

The Israeli government 
claims to have evidence that 
the Palestinian police agents 
already have attacked Israeli 
soldiers and police, and that it 
was operating under orders 
trom one of the top Palestinian 
police commanders. Brig. Gea. 
Ghazi Jabali, in Gaza. 

Palestinian Authority Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat set up a 
commission to investigate the 
allegations after Gen. Ami Ay- 
alon. the head of the Israeli se¬ 
cret service agency. Shin Bet. 
brought him intelligence re¬ 
ports gathered from four other 
Palestinian police officers who 
nave been in Israeli custody 
since last week. 

The case threatens to derail 
new US and European efforts 
to restart stalled Israeli- 
PaJestinian peace negotiations. 
American officials reportedly' 
are floating a proposal to go 
straight to so-called final- 
status negotiations, while the 
Europeans are trying to ar¬ 
range a meeting between Ara¬ 
fat and Israeli Foreign Minis¬ 
ter David Levy in Brussels this 
week. 

A spokesman for Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said the arrests were “encour¬ 
aging” but added that the gov¬ 
ernment was withholding judg¬ 


ment until the results of Ara¬ 
fat’s investigation are known 
“The problem is not the arrest 
of a few soldiers. It is that this 
goes up to the highest echelon 
of the Palestinian police," said 
the spokesman, David Bar¬ 
man. 

On Sunday, as Netanyahu 
focused much of his weekly 
Cabinet meeting on the police 
case, the government news of¬ 
fice released a 35-page report 
evaluating Israeli and Palestin¬ 
ian compliance with the 6- 
month-old agreement to rede¬ 
ploy Israeli troops in the West 
Bank city of Hebron. 

According to the Israeli as¬ 
sessment. Israel has fulfilled 
"all of its commitments” while 
the Palestinians have violated 
most of theirs, particularly 
with regard to security cooper¬ 
ation. The report appeared to 
be part of a new Israeli drive 
to counter what the govern¬ 
ment believes is an Arab prop¬ 
aganda campaign against Is¬ 
rael in the United Nations and 
world media. 

Peace negotiations came to 
a halt in March after Israel 
launched a new Jewish neigh¬ 
borhood on a hill in tradition¬ 
ally Arab East Jerusalem that 
Israelis call Har Homa and 
Palestinians call Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. 

President Clinton said dur¬ 
ing his visit to Madrid. Spain, 
earlier this month that he was 
examining options for restart¬ 
ing peace talks. While nothing 
has been put on the table for¬ 
mally, the Americans appar¬ 
ently are proposing that Israel 
freeze Jabal Abu Ghneim and 
other settlement expansion 


and that the Palestinians agree 
to delay further Israeli troop 
withdrawals in the West Bank 
while the two sides engage in 
stepped-up final-status negoti¬ 
ations. 

-It’s nothing official, but 
this does exist. It is being ban¬ 
died about," an Israeli official 
said. “They would get the 
freeze and we would circum¬ 
vent a further redeployment.” 

Netanyahu apparently has 
not responded to the ideas, 
and the source said that if the 
Palestinians did not act on the 
alleged police ring, “that 
would derail any initiative.” 

Palestinian officials have de¬ 
nied a high-level police plot to 
attack Israelis, but Arafat has 
given the investigating commis¬ 
sion powers to interrogate any¬ 
one suspected of involvement in 
the case. 

Palestinian officials said Sun¬ 
day that they had detained Col. 
Jihad Musantf, the police chief, 
in the West Bank city of Na¬ 
blus; his assistant. CoL Nafez 
Musman and at least two others 
from Nablus. Israel says Musa- 
mi, acting on orders from Gen. 
Jabali. supplied weapons that 
could not be traced back to the 
police forces and sent out 
squads to shoot at Israelis. 

lsrael arrested four Palestin¬ 
ian policemen last week that it 
said were planning such attacks 
in the Jewish settlement of Har 
Bracha. 

Musami charged last week 
that Israel had fabricated the 
plot as a pretense to arrest Pal¬ 
estinian police who they be¬ 
lieved were going to arrest Pal¬ 
estinian collaborators with 
Israel. 


Palestinian officials say that a 
badly beaten body found by the 
roadside near Nablus on Satur¬ 
day was a reputed collaborator 
with Israel. Israeli officials say 
the deceased, Bassem Benni- 
Jumah, was a land dealer. If the 
Israelis are correct, he would be 
the fifth Palestinian killed for al¬ 
legedly seijing land to Israelis. 
Netanyahu told his Cabinet on 
Sunday that the Israeli security 
agency’s exposure of the plot 
showed “a clear violation” of 
peace agreements between Is¬ 
rael and the Palestinians. ■ 


LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


Middle East war of the Web sites 


By Christopher Walker 


THE DECADES-old Arab- 
Israeli conflict has erupted a 
new on the World Wide Web, 
with Yasser Arafat’s Palestin¬ 
ian Authority and the Israeli 
Prime Minister’s Office open¬ 
ing rivals Web sites to propa¬ 
gate their opposing views. 

As Benjamin Netanyahu's 
site was opened last week with 
promises of a bi-weekly mes¬ 
sage from the right-wing 
Prime Minister to be aired ex¬ 
clusively on the Internet, Israe¬ 
lis expressed fury at the mes¬ 
sage being relayed from the 
site already opened by the Pal¬ 
estinian Information Ministry. 

The Palestinian message 
subtitled “Jerusalem Our Capi¬ 
tal", illustrates the yawning 
gap between the two sides by 



Netanyahu 

questioning the Jewish history 
of the Western Wall, for for 
Jews. And this comes at a 


dangerous” moment when 
peace talks have been stalled 
for more than three months 
and street-level tensions are 



rising. 

Visitors to the Palestinian 


site are given no inkling that 
the famous wall has any legiti¬ 
mate link to Judaism. Instead, 
they are told: “Some Orthodox 
religious Jews consider it as a 
holy place, and’ claim that the 
wall is part of the Temple. All 
historic studies and archaeo¬ 
logical excavations have failed 
to find any proof for such a 
claim. 

“To undermine the founda¬ 
tions of the A1 Aqsa Mosque 
(the third holiest Muslim 
shrine after Mecca and Medi¬ 
na), the Israeli government has 
converted it (the Wall) into a 
religious shrine for Jews, pro¬ 
hibiting non-Jews to enter, ex¬ 
cept for a limited number of 
tourists.” 

In fact, according to one of 
the world's leading indepen¬ 
dent experts on Biblical ar¬ 
chaeology, Father Jerome 
Murphy-O’Connor—a long¬ 
time Jerusalem resident and 
author of the The Holy Land — 


the great stones at the lower 
pan of the wall “have drafted, 
margins in the characteristic 
Herodian style. They formed 
part of the retaining wall built 
by Herod The Great in 20BC 
to support the explained of the 
Temple” . 

The Jerusalem Past last 
week accused the Palestinian 
National Authority of using its 
site to perpetuate “an official 
slander of tiie Jewish religion”. 
It also noted angrily tha t the 
Web site accused Israel of 
sending archaeological teams 
to excavate around and below 
Ai Aqsa, causing “great dam¬ 
age”. It claims that Israel has 
deliberately desecrated Islamic 
holy places, setting fire to Al 
Aqsa in 1969 and attempting 
to blow it up in 1980. 

The Web site, which is out 
of the control of Israeli mili¬ 
tary censors, also alleges that 
Israel “desecrated holy tombs 
inside the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre (on the site where 
many Christians believe that 
Christ was crucified) and loot¬ 
ed many churches." 

The counter-blast from Ne¬ 
tanyahu's site, produced in He¬ 
brew and English at a cost of 
$40,000, will include regularly 
updated transcripts of his 
speeches and interviews, poli¬ 
cy papers and articles form the 
Israeli press,” Michael Stoltz. 
site director, said that anyone 
with Internet access can now 
send e-mail comments, all of 
which will be read by special 
staff recruited for the task". 

The Palestinian Authority's 
Web site is at bttpJl 
www.planet.edu: 80/pna 

The Israeli Prime Minister’s 
Web site is at, http rJJ 
www.PMO.gov.IL ■ 
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A Royal wedding 

• Her RoyaJ Highness Prin¬ 
cess Kahma Bint A1 Hassan j 
was married to Mr Alas* Ba- » 
talneh in a Royal wedding 
ceremony last week. The cer¬ 
emony was held in (he gar¬ 
dens of Basman Palace, and 
a large number or guests at¬ 
tended. Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor, Their Royal Highness¬ 
es Crown Prince AI Hassan 
and Princess Sarvath, and 
Hr ‘Aref Ba tain eh and his 
wife, welcomed the guests. 
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Women and nature are brought 
to life in Al Borno’s paintings 


By Kofi Attah 

Special fa The Star 

T hough pregnant. Hanan Al Borno 
is in a relaxed mood. Dressed in a 
multi-coloured maternity dress 
showing her fondness for bright¬ 
ness. she welcomes journalists, well- 
wishers and visitors at the Royal Cultural 
Center. At the moment, her paintings are 
hung, on the vast space of the RCC; the 
paintings shine in their own footlights. 

Through the use of oil and water colors. 

At Borno is clearly creating an identity of 
her own among the seasoned painters. Al¬ 
though this is her first solo exhibition, she 
has participated in most of the group exhi¬ 
bitions held at the University of Jordan 
where she obtained her Bachelor of Sci¬ 
ence degree in Pharmacy. 

Some of her works are still found in the 
University of Jordan, along with other pri¬ 
vate collections. 

Al Bomo's current exhibition features 
beautiful oil and water color paintings 
loaded with irony and humor. One could 
say that the exhibit centers on the different 
images of women and nature. Indeed, this 
is the most intriguing. 

In one painting a woman is in a sitting 
position, reading and in an other, there is a 
woman in a standing position holding a 
baby, which the artist say "represents hope 
and inspiration." 

From a young age. nature almost mesmer¬ 
ized Al Borno. Hence, her paintings express 
that fascination. The trees fully delineate the 
abundant texture of nature. This is especially 
revealed by her depiction of a forest of leafless 
trees with the green color background. 



Her enchantment is confirmed by tbe another 
painting of a leafless tree which stands alone 
and solitary in the Autumn months and repre¬ 
senting the very diversity of nature. The sheer 
expanse of the desert and plains is combined 
with the hard, gruelling rocks whose rise and 


descent illustrate the beauty of nature. 

Al Bomo travels often between the temporal 
and the spiritual worlds. Two of her paintings 
in superb manner bear Avau from the holy Ko¬ 
ran in which she says “Allah is omnipresent in 
our life. He is the light and everything, without 


him nothing is possible." The richness of 
colors and the stylish inscription are put to¬ 
gether as a conclusion of reassuring faith. 

The stylized form the women represent 
assume the importance of the paintings. 
She creates the impression that they repre¬ 
sent womanhood, it could be herself or her 
mother but above all it is about courage 
and determination. 

Al Bomo. using ooly two dimensions 
and bringing out the similarities in the 
methods of drawing between the woman in 
the oil painting and the other in the water 
painting show a remarkable difference. 

She paints women of intense serenity 
and composure dominating the picture 
where occasional details can.be picked out 
from the confusing nature. However, view¬ 
ers can clearly discern the likeness between 
the two. 

She is also fascinated by the heritage 
around her. In one of the paintings in water 
colors, she illustrates a cluster of village 
huts knitted together to portray both sim¬ 
plicity and solidarity. 

Another particularly clear example 
presents a modest urban dwelling with 
clothes carefreely hung on drying lines. 
The image projects poverty and the strug¬ 
gle in the slums. 

In a style that artists illustrate as both 
metaphysical and spiritual. AJ Bomo 
touches on the universal themes of life. But 
the exhibition as a whole seems to be dominat¬ 
ed by her Arab-Jordanian heritage and her in¬ 
spiration as a woman. Other paintings serve 
only the artist and confirms her credentials in 
other media. The exhibition ends today. Thurs¬ 
day, at the RCC. ■ 
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Queen Noor opens Arab 
children festival 


‘AMMAN (Stai)—The 17th Arab Children con¬ 
ference was opened under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein, last Saturday. 
The conference hosts delegations of children 
from 13 Arab countries. 

Tire opening, which was held in the Roman 
amphitheater, included a musical piece called 
“Al Sawsanah”. It won the silver prize in the 
Egyptian Arab Festival for its television and 
radio production, as well as for its performance. 

Folklore music by the Jordanian Aimed 
Forces hand also played during tbe opening cer¬ 
emony, in addition to tbe performance of the 
conference song “One Nation” by the participat¬ 
ing children. 

The conference, which is titled “Challenges 
and Ambitions of the Future Arab Generation” 
includes a varied and lively program. Its activi¬ 
ties include intellectual seminars. 

These introduce specialists in the field of 
media to discuss the role of journalism in pro¬ 
moting Arab culture, as well as understanding 
among cultures of the world in general. Confer¬ 
ence organizers are hosting tours to cultural and 
archeological sites in Jordan. 

Sar’h Al Shabeed and the S ho man Foundation 
are but a few of the cultural sites that the chil¬ 
dren have already visited. 

The participating Arab children expressed 
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Selfish, arrogant and qukfdy annoyed 
were abandoned wish pain m their heart 
Far them hope was now miles apart 
Sent to a world of loneliness and cruelty 
Yet we still claim we felt pity 
Nothing worse can be offered to diem 
We’ve cut the rope of happiness - the flower's 
stem 

Love and care we promised oar babies 
But what they tasted was sour and bitter 
candies 

Love and comfort we promised every kid 
But punished them for everything they did 
Love and happiness we promised all children 

But hard work and grief was all what was 

given 

Love and freedom we promised every teenager 
But they were ignored and to us each was an 
utter stranger 

love and decern living we promised every 
young man 

But we couldn’t help but destroy his future 
plan 

Children doJW each ondeny country 
pnjrttiu very near and Jar bounder, 
OiUnn do fill each and every contuuM 
grinds so brilliant and faces so rater* 
W auten also do fill thu huge world 
f^whert wilt their shout ever be heard 

NoorDawtmy is 

AhUyyah School for Girls 


their appreciation to the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation, for its continued efforts regarding 
the conference. They also added that this con¬ 
ference symbolizes Jordan’s wish to advance 
the cause of future Arab generations. 

The children also met with with Dr Omar Al 
Khalib in an open meeting concerning media 


and journalism, and childhood matters. They 
were also enlightened about the facts and 
meanings behind the Great Arab Revolt of 
1916. 

The conference is indeed a unifying move 
lor Arab children, and a step closer to a future 
harmonious Arab society. ■ 
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Jerash starts with a bang 




T HIS WEEK is Lhe shirt of the Jerash 
Festival for Arts and Culture. The timeta¬ 
ble is till next Wednesday and will change 
on a weekly basis Tor the duration of the 
event. 

Thurs. 24/7/97 

■ South Theater Wa'el Kfouri - Lebanon 

■ North Theater: Bafochi - Chile 

■ Artimes Steps: Midnight Slimmer Dream 
-UK 

■ Sound & Light Theater: Jordan University 

Fri. 25/7/97 

■ South Theater: Wa'el Kfouri - Lebanon 

■ North Theater: Bafnchi - Chile 

■ Artimes Steps: Midnight Summer Dream 
-UK 

■ Sound & Light Theater: Science & Tech¬ 
nology University Group 

Sat 26/7/97 

■ South Theater Wa'el Kfouri - Lebanon 

■ North TTieater Mediterranean Youth 
Orchestra - France 

■ Artimes Theater Family International 

■ Sound &■ Light Theater: Shleswig Holst- 
ien - Germany 

Sun 27/7/97 

I South "Diemen Al Ahli Club - Jordan 


■ North Theater A mar Cord Quarter - 
Poland 

■ Artimes Theater: Jafra Group - Jordan 

■ Sound & Light Theater: Shleswig Holsl- 
ien - Germany 

Mon. 28/7/97 

■ South Theater. Asi Haflani - Lebanon 

■ North Theater Amar Cord Quarter - 
Poland 

■ Artimes: B.L.T. Much Ado about nothing 
-UK 

■ Sound & Light Theater South Africa 

Tue 29/7/97 

■ South Theater: Asi HaJlani - Lebanon 

■ North Theater Fashion Show - Hanna 
Sadek 

■ Artimes: B.LT. Much Ado about nothing 
-UK 

■ Sound & Light Thetare: South Africa 

Wed. 30/7/97 

■ South Theater Asi Hallani - Lebanon 

■ North Theater Fashion Show - Hanna 
Sadek 

M Artimes: Rozana Group - Jordan 

■ Sound & Light Theater Karagounides- 
Group - Greece 
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By Nahla Rifai 

Smile therapy 

AS THE poem turned song goes “Smile and the world 
will smile back, cry and you cry alone." It. indeed, does 
seem that smiling and positive thinking is a necessity of 
life in this day and age—that is. if you want to have a 
wholesome and happy life. The pressures of daily life 
are ever on the increase, and thus, to relieve and 
alleviate stress is a welcome step for all. 

Some countries such as India and Japan, have 
introduced laughter classes to the public. Businessmen, 
working mothers, non-working mothers, ordinary 
people and employers and employees of many u sector 
have taken up these laughing sessions. You simply go 
there, laugh at anything and everything, come back 
home and presto you're relaxed! 

It is scientifically proven, that smiling and laughing 
releases certain hormones in your body which increase 
your adrenalin levels. This makes your body more 
healthy as is the case with greater exercise that also 
leads to high adrenaline levels. Scientists even claim 
that artificially putting on a smile induces the same 
effect as the real thing! 

So if you're feeling sad and blue, or are simply 
stressed-out. put on a smile and laugh your way through 
the day. It will definitely make you feci a whole lot 
better. 

Smiling is definitely a necessity in the Middle East. 
With all tile pressures that Arabs (and non-Arabs alike) 
who live in the region have to face, and who are 
constantly exposed to the strains of Arab politics, 
smiling would come as a welcome relief. 

Maybe our government should consider introducing 
“laughing classes" to ease the minds of our troubled 
Jordanian citizens, as concerns social, economic and 
political life in Jordan. Something to think about, or 
dare we say; ‘laugh’ about!!! ■ 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 



‘Hey! Hey! Hey!... Who's the wiseguy that 
just turned down the thermostat?" 



“And here’s the jewel of my collection, purchased 
tor a king’s ransom from a one-eyed man in 
Istanbul.... I give you Zuzu’s petals.” 



AGE N D A 


Exhibitions 

■ “Jerusalem in Dan¬ 
ger** photo exhibition by 
Palestinian photographer 
Khalid AJ Zaghati con¬ 
tinues at tbe Modem Ed¬ 
ucational School till 31 
July. 

■ Photography exhibi¬ 
tion by Jan Kassay, con¬ 
tinues at the French .Cul¬ 
tural Centre till 29 July. 

■ Artworks of Ali Al 
Ghonl continues at the 
Greater Amman Munici¬ 
pality Cultural Dept till 
31 July. 

■ “The Contemporary 
Arab Artists Exhibi¬ 
tion" showing the works 
of more than 60 artists 


from the Arab world, 
continues at Darat al Fu- 
nun. runs till 24 July. 

Film 

R Le ruffian at The 
French Cultural Center, 
Monday 21 July, at S:30 
pm. (Fre.) 

Wdiow Green Was My 
Valley at British Council, 
Tuesday 29 July, at 5:00 
pm. (Eng.) 

■ The Page Master at 
British Council. Wednes¬ 
day 30 July, at 5:00 pm. 
(Eng.) 

■ The Hunchback of No¬ 
tre Dame at the American 
Center, Thursday 30 July, 
at 5:00 pm. (Eng.) 
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Programs on JTV 
from 26 July - 1 August 



Amman cinema* 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 
Liar Liar 

Philadelphia n (Tel: 634149): 

The Good Son 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Jerry Magure 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Tin Cup 

Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Spacejam 


Highlight of the week at 
the Pleasure Dome 


ENGUSH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:30—In The Wild 
5 JO—Blue Heelers 
6:10—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8 KM)—Ties that Bind 
8 JO—Prism 
9:10—Tune Trax 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Macgyver 
11:15—Feature Film 

SUNDAY 

3 JO—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:05—America’s Home 
Video 

4J0—Energy Express 
5:15—American Chart 
Show 

6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

8:30—National Geographic 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—One West Waikiki 
11:15—Sisters 

MONDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 

3:40—Spirou 

4:05—Neighbors 

4:30—Deep Water Haven 

5:00—Ocean Girl 

5:15—Nature By Profession 

6:10—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7J5—Neighbors 

8:00—Murphy Brown 

8:30—Babylon 5 

9:10 —Highlander 








America’s Chari Show, Sunday at 5:15pm 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Law and Order 
11:15—Homicide 

TUESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:00—Super Sport Follie 
4:30—Dog House 
5:00—Square on TV 
5:10—The Album Show 
6:10—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Coach 
8:00—Tilt 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—West Beach 
11:15—Drug Ware 


WEDNESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:05—Neigh bors 
4:30—Spell Binder 
5 JO—Forests of The World 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbors 
8:00—Soldier’s Diary 
8:30—Challenges i Local talk 
show) 

9:10—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 

THURSDAY 

3 JO—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 


4:05—Hey Dad 

4:30—He Shoots He Scores 

5:15 —Varieties 

6:10—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35 —Trivial Pursuit 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 

Cinema 

8:30—Submarines t Doc. 1 
9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
11:00—Taratata 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Leo the Lion 
(Cartoon) 

2:30—Cartoons 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Family Matters 


4J0—NBA 
5:10—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Family Matters 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:30—Hawkeye i Drama) 

9:10—500 Nations 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Mini Series 
12:00—Feature Film 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantasliques 

Emission de jciix pour 
les jeiuies 

6:00—Documentaire 

52 sur la une - "Graine 
de gagneur: comment motiver 
les jeuncs A praiiquer un 
sport?" 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L'trufde Colomb 

DIM AN CHE 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantasliques 
6:00—Magazine 

Faut pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine pour tons 

Ziva 

LUNDI 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantasliques 
6:00—Thaiassfi 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine scientifique 
Cinq sur cinq : 
les i oitures electriques 
ei le NaulUe. 

MARDI 

3:40—Les Mondes 


• Higher Learning: They came here to 
learn how to think. What, they picked up 
was a strategy to survive. 

The campus of fictitious Columbus 
University is a microcosm for America 
where people of every race, color and 
creed come together. A contemporary 
drama that charts a semester in the lives 
of a handful of students, “Higher 
Learning ” confronts, issues of identity, 
diversity, sexism and escalating racial 
tensions. 

Former high school track star Malik 
Williams (Omar Epps) thinks he can 
cruise through Ids first year of college 
until he learns he has to run faster and 
harder to earn his track scholarship. 
Freshman Kristan Connor’s (Kristy, 
Swanson) dates were different in high 
school - they stopped when she said no. 
Remy (Michael Rapaport% thought 
college would be like one by party until 
he learns that it is a party somewhere, 
he's not invited. 



Fantastiques 
6:00 —Captain Cafe 

Emission de varietes 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 
Rencontre avec 
l 'ecri vain marocain Driss 
Chrabi 

MERCREDI 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantastiqnes 
6:00—Magazine 

Ushuaia 

7:00—Le .journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

JEUDI 

5:30—Divertissement 

Le mondt esi a vous 
7:00 —Le journal 
7:15—Expo-ta bio 

Emission sur la 
peiniure 
coniemporaine 
VENDREDI 
3 JO—Divertissement 
L’dcole des fans 
5:30—Film 

Les trois mousquetaires 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la tent 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Video Releases 

Superior Releases from Warner Brothers] 

■ Tyson: Yes, he was disqualified for being a biting boxer 
but that surely does not disqualified this portrait of his life. 
P.S. he was arrested 38 times by the age of 131 : 

■ Copy ca t: Cr iminal psychologist (Wearer) is an expert 
on serial killers. She's gotten so c/ose to unlocking die 
psyches of her previous subjects that one:.-, air incurable 
psychopath almost murdered here. She and ah ambitious fe¬ 
male detective (Hunter) find themselves locked in a strug¬ 
gle to find a serial killer who is copying the methods of in¬ 
famous serial killers of the past in his crimes. 

■ Hot Shots: This is the real McCoy of comedies: you 
will laugh your way ail through this movie that takes the , 
“Mickey” of “91/2 weeks J ‘Top Gan" and many other. Not 
for the faint hearted, this is a story of a very unlikely air 
force squadron training for operation “Sleepy Weasel" 
while some outside defense contractor will do anything to 
sabotage their operation. 

■ Mute Wintness: An exhilarating HorrorfSuspense film . 
thar gleefully ricochets from laughter to terror. People in tbe 
cheap film industry find themselves trapped in a complex 
web of lies and dangers. Anthony Waller (producer/ 
director) has made a funny, scary and accessible debut time 
offers audiences a real worthwhile product 

Courtesy: “The Pleasure Dome” 
TeU 576558 - Fax: 5538087 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS 

44 Certain 

river 

28 Take steps 

1 BasobaS 

MongoSan: 

4 

30 Poofs 

VIPs 

var. 

Seamstresse 

peepers 

5 Lummox 

47 Canopy 

s. e.g. 

32 So long 

9 Actor Johnny 

50 Trailer 

5 Doctrine 

33 Knotona 

13 Chameleon 

51 Mle 

6 Kind of feast 

tree 

Un 

57 -Charley's — 

7 Finished 

34 Tack on 

14 Gad 

■ 

8 Stand for 

36 Utters anew 

15 rank leap 

58 Chinese 

9 Plant with 

37 Mora loyal 

16 (Gndofvote 

border rarer 

yeflow 

38 Bone: prat. 

17 In balance 

58 Use a 

Bowers 

43 “Beidof—* 

18 —morgana 

gadarium 

10 Glorify 

45 Diverted 

19 Foot 

60 Hayorjoy 

If Pap of a 

46 MsteJQc 

22 SmaS combo 

end 

corota 

sound 

23 Honk 

61 Vein site ■ 

12 —tectonics 

47 Peter and 

24 Bin kin 

62 Burstynor 

(branch of 

Paul 

26 Moota 

Barton 

aaotogy) 

48 OAR 

28 —king 

63 Fashionable 

13 Residue 

49 Indonesian 

29 Libertine 

resorts 

20 Part of TNT 

Inlinirln 

Baanas 

31 Ataskadty 

64 Hotchpotch 

21 Cnttcfcre 

50 Carpentry 

35 Yard 

65 Rdjyand 

24 Supptywtti 

item 

39 U.S. 

Sandra 

too many 

52 Disregard 

president 

40 Racetrack 

DOWN 

sweets 

25 Winnings 

53 Norse writing 

54 Narrative 

transactions 

1 Gotten Ride 

26 Actor Gary 

55 Hwys. 

41 SmaS 

word 

of Texas 

56 Crwtng 

amowit 

42 FuBot froth 

2 Satiric Sahl 

3 Nebraska 

27 Gecm. 
shape 

O tWJ, Tnter Media Servias 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: You’ll be more sen¬ 
sitive to the wants and needs of oth¬ 
ers. The focus is an cleanliness. 

Aries (March 21-AprO 19). You 
feel like playing. Make some lime 
for that — the pace quickens soon 
and doesn't let op. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Go 
straight home after work. Yoitr 
roommate wants to talk to you. If 
you don’t have a roommate, take 
somebody home with you, to talk. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Money's your theme. Study ways to 
make more. Give your place a thor¬ 
ough cleaning. Get some new throw 
pillows, too. 

Cancer (Jane 22-JuIy 22). You’re 
in fine form. Call in money that’s 
owed to you. Entertain at home and 
just be lazy. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). A lot of 
what you're doing is taking place 
behind the scenes. Clear up an old 
misunderstanding. Get your money 
into neat little rows. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your 
friends are your key to success. Have 
one help you with a personal matter. 
They encourage yoo to try your best 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your 
career’s the most important dung for 
you. Friends can help, but don’t get 
distracted from die job. Tbe pressure 
starts to intensify and gets worse. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). This is 
a good time to take your vacation. 
Travel by water is favored. It may be 
bard to get away from an authority 
figure, though. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Your theme is finding more money 
and learning bow to spend it wisely. 
You’ll be trying to talk your boss or 
the director of your department into 
increasing yoor funding. Neatness 
counts. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your 
partner or mate wants all yom atten¬ 
tion. Pool your money to get some¬ 
thing you both want. Figure out a 
way to get oiU of town. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20~Feb-18). You 
have to work, big time. Meet with 
your mate to set your agenda. FUl oat 
the paperwork to get die money yon 
need. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). If 
you’re not already in love, you will 
be soon. You still have to go to weak, 
though. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You’D spend mote than 
usual this year, but dial's OK. You’D 
make more than usual, too. 

O 891. TriboBE Media Services 


Bridge 

Why Guess? 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


East-West vulnerable. West de a ls . 
NORTH 
*AK74 
UAJ86 
OQ 

+ AJ84 

WEST EAST 

41063 A Q982 

V432 V Q75 

0J764 082 

*953 4. Q 10 72 

SOUTH 
A J5 
VK109 
0 A K10 9 5 3 
+ K6 

The bidding: 

West North East South 

Pass I* Pass 10 

Pass 1^7 Pass 30 

Pass 3A Pass 

Pass 4NT Pass 5 

Pass 60 Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Six of A 
When faced with a two-way 
finesse, one method of choosing 
which way to take it is to gaze sky¬ 
ward for divine guidance. More 
prone to succeed is finding a way of 


having the opponents broach the suit 
for you. 

North-South bid well to reach six 
diamonds. Four no trump was 
Keycard Blackwood in which the 
king of trumps (diamonds in this 
case) counts as an ace. North judged 
well to choose diamonds as the 
trump suit — the queen of a suit in 
which partner jumped is adequate 
support, especially opposite the ace- 


Declarer won the spade lead in 
dummy, cashed tbe queen of dia¬ 
monds, then came to hand with the 
king of clubs to cash the ace and king 
of diamonds. Leaving the master 
trump with West, declarer started 
singling in trumps. 

A club to the ace was followed by 
a club ruff in the hope the queen 
might drop. No luck. Ace of spades 
ana a spade ruff was followed by a 
lead to the ace of hearts and another 
club ruff. West was forced to over¬ 
ruff but, as the cards lay, declarer 
didn’t mind a bit. Now West was 
down to nothing but hearts, and the 
lead of that suit was into declarer’s 

combined tenace. 

This hand is typical of expert play. 
A good technician will go to any 
lengths to avoid taking a finesse as 
long as the contract is not endan¬ 
gered in the process. 

e 1997. Tribune Media Servicer 



Would You 
Believe... 


People tend to think of 
Arizona when they think of 
deserts. But New Mexico is 
actually called the Cactus 
State. 

Edgar ADen Poe is gener¬ 
ally regarded as die inventor 
of die modem detective sto- 
iy- 

India’s first national elec¬ 
tions were not held until 
1952. 


The largest order of mam¬ 
mals is rodents. 

Lake Superior is lJOOfeet 
deep at the deepest part. 


Gangster A1 Capone (bed, 
not in a bail of ballets, but of 
syphilis. 

O B97. Trftaee Medb Savieci 


The Umbro soccer 
tournament live on 
Orbit-ESPN sports 


VI 


ORBIT-ESPN Sports continues its built-up to the new 
Premier League soccer season which starts on Satur¬ 
day. August 9 with five coverage of the Umbro Soccer 
Tournament 

airing on Satnr- - - - 1 

day, July 26 and ■ #_ 

Sunday, July Qakjl 

The first day ^^1 BwiM 

games between I 

Everton and 
Ajax and CheJ- mpmm h 

sea and Newcas- H 

tie United will ‘ ■ ■ 

air on channel 6 a oa 4 a 

starting at 12:55 M 4 « I If:- It 

lation game and H S r 

final frill air on ■—“— 

channel 18 and 

88 starring at 12.55 pm. GMT. 

The King George VI and the Queen Elizabeth Dia¬ 
mond Stakes will feature three thoroughbreds thaV 
have won most of world’s richest prizes. Singspiel 
won tbe Dubai World Cap, PUsadski came In first In 
the Breeders’ Cup Turf, while Helissio was victorious 
in the Prlx de L’Are de Triomptae. 

Orbit-ESPN’s live horseracing coverage continues 
from Tuesday, July 29 to Satnrday, August 2 with the 
Goodwood Meeting. ■ 


Mtjlfk 
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20 minutes cTeXXXtraits pas tres islamiques a Dubai 

• C etaii un samedi soir cam me les autres. Sur la chaine Canal France International (CFI), rien 


, . ----- “ i.rn««r iuiihj l'((Wlvr (VI J ). f 11,71 

"' cedant: le programme familial habituel TranquiUement installs devant leur paste, les 

telespectateurs de Dubai' (Emirats Arabes Unis} n ‘attendaient rien de special ce soir-lL Et puis les 



I* 


I 


images se brouiUent, sc transforment et pendant une vingtaine de minutes. Vemission pour tous 
lUsparaii pour iirt remplacee par le film pornographique de Canal plus {chains privUe frangaise). 
Emoi dans les foyers et ala direction de TOrganisation arabc de communication par satellite 
(Arabsat), qui annonce dans les 24 heures I'annulation du contras de diffusion avec CFI. Motifs 
invoques: «non respect par la chaine frangaise de ses engagements et emission contraire a la 
morale et aux traditions islamiques». Comment expliquer cet elonnanl changement de 
programmation ? Errare humanum est, chacun le saiL «D ne s'agit pa$ d'une erreur de CFI, qui 
passait tranquillement des emissions pedagogiques (...) mais de France Telecom*, se defend le 
directeur general de la cliaine, Claude Esclaiine. Une simple •ambiguite» de boutons, voita lout. 
Les techniciens franqais ont en effel reconnu qu ’une inversion accUtentelle de canaux dans un 
centre de France Tel from a Paris etait d I'origine de cette diffusion imprivue. CFI pourrail sc 


S centre ae trance / elecam a Paris elait a l ongine de cette diffusion imp revue. CFI pourrail sc 

P m a« (■ ari fron Ani n. A n O f A „ rendre prochainement a Ryad (Arabic Saoudite) au siege d’Arabsat. pour tenter de rattraper le 

^ V II L C II XldllLdlS (111 Cl iar coup ' ^ ban( l ue & programmes franqais pour Telranger assure d’autre part veillcrh «ne pas 

5 choquer* ses clients. Trop lard. Le mal (ou le bien ?) semble deja fait. 


Vous voulez ecrire en frangais? 

Alors n’hesitez-pas a collaborer 
a la redaction du Jourdain. 

Que vous soyez passionne 
d’economie, de politique, 
de faits de societe ou de culture, 
vos articles nous interessent. 

Pour tout renseignement, contactez 
Yannick Laine au Star 
au 645 380 / 652 380. 
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Justice 


Comment Dakamseh a evite la mort 


Le choc des allocs 


. ti _ « *• 


!Tfaiatctfcs 

■ une ru¬ 
ns poor- 
chaqne 
Ce jour-: 
ir.- dfun 
Uff'■ •• en . 
i Jorda- 
^—^sayerons: 

* ces 

#*i»w5.- ices', 
brefees' 
Premier •. 

|fe^^d^;raujourd ? hni 

f^xe^lfeSjaBoeations. 

-‘te’Jonrd^in 


Le nouveau premier ministre franqais envisage de placer les 
prestations familiales sous condition de ressources. Les manages qui 
touchent plus de 25.000francs de revenits n’auraient plus droit an.x 
allocations pour leurs enfants. Une mesure a la symbolique forte. 


Fin du proces Dakamseh apres un mois et demi d'audiences a 
rehondissements . Verdict: travaux forces et prison a vie. Pas de 
peine capitale done pour le caporal Outre une tres bonne defense \ 
le soldat a beneficie d'une opinion publique favorable. 


La reforme annoncee des al¬ 
locations a fait bondir ce mois-ci 
I'ensemble des associations famili¬ 
ales. Le premier ministre Lionel 
Jospin s'atiaque en effet a un tabou 
auquel aucun gouvemement de 
I’apris-guerre navait ostf toucher. 
L'Union nationale des associations 
familiales (8500 associations et un 
million de foyers) est paiticu- 
li&rement severe : • c 'est lout le con¬ 
traire de la justice sociale, s'eerie 
Lucien Bouts, administrateur de 
iUnaf, *on veui faire payer les rich¬ 
es pour les families pawns, soil. 
Mats 25.000 francs, e'est le revenu 
d'un couple d'instiiuteurs. Quant a 
ecu .r qui n'ont pas d'enfants, ils ne 
seronl pas mis a contribution. Or la 
politique familiale, e'est la prise en 
compte des enfants par la societe et 
la reconnaissance de I'effort finan¬ 
cier des families*. 







m... _ tl 


Aujourd hui la France compie quatre 
million;, d'allocamircs. Jusqu'ii present 
louics les families re^oivent. selon le 
principc n-pubiicain do Icgaliic. Ic 
meme munlani d'allov'alions. quels 
que so lent leun. revenus : 671 francs 
par mois pour deux enfanis. 1531 
francs pour trois, et 8r>0 francs par pe¬ 
tit supplemental a panir du qua- 
triemc. Bref. it condition d'avoir dcu.x 
enfants. les Franqais disposent d'un 
soutien financier avantageux pour 
clever leur prog£niiure. Us re^oivent 
I'argent de la caissc d'al local ions fa¬ 
miliales qui est financCe par les coli- 
sations saJarialcs et parronaJcs. 

Telle qu'envisagee actuellement. la 
reforme Jospin provoquerait la fin des 
allocations pour environ 400 000 fa¬ 
milies. Mais rien n'esL encore decide. 
Suite a I'aulomne ou Ic pmjel sera dis¬ 
cute devant le ParlemenL ■ 


Yannick Laine 


■ "• Safese pour le 

■y il n'v a pas d'albcatiomfamiitdles^n jordanie. Etc 


existe 


concerned les; families 

• V sofifisantes ansiq^e Je;shaiid 

;; -b^t^igkuW p^ forvimeitt j& 

. jordhnieriaerMu dispos 

: jdrdqnm^ 

jL^itqifay^icde Centre 

* . wie jferytm&.iia 

no«i enrr^str^ 

.* •. caZss& . cn ^rodatiop, .ayec 
' ctriiiles^iStoot tepays,bq 


^^:-^^cf^oep33: wWimae alfoueeyarie 
ifenur;^) ^^diniri-jsdon les smiadons 
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Pret-h-porter 

Ma chemise : du 100% deja mis ! 

Vous aimez lesfripes alors precipitez-vous dans les rues du 
centre d\Amman, lei. jupes. chemises, pantalons dtja portes en 
Europe se vendent comme des petits pains. Pour les Jordaniens, 
ce sont des vetements qui gardent encore un tres bon rapport 
aualite-prix. Un marche qui n'a jamais cesse de s'etendre 
ou comment faire du neufavec du vieux. 


mats, ttiasi que, les q U j yivent sous le scuil de pauvret* (J 20 
(homage*. d£tailie ■ dinars par mois), soic 21% de la popula- 
MBtae alfoueeyarie tion. ■ 

setoq les ablations - 2. La caisse finance des projets de re- 

f dq.logefDem. par cherche i I’emploi. Cela conceme les 
-■ tondicap^s et les gens incapables de sub- 
^.au-deJSr: de six venir au* besoms-de- leur famille. Exem- - 
ifA'p asj^avflitfa^e. ole • vous ties pffly re p onune Job mais_ r .. 
IjSc peut^tre' im- 1 plein de dynamisme. Vous voulez mont- 
inibre ilesrnfflssan- ■ er votns propne gpicerie. La caisse vous 
f'i.yy . offre alors un prill sans int£rets (maxi- 
h^W'^erseo9eias riieiir : mum 3000 dinars) remboursabre sor 
t^s ^x f^nilfes-idont un. 65% apr^s dix ans. Depuis 1986, la-fon- • 
■ est itte&t efune infirm- -dation a Goancd plus de 7000 projets. 
ffv^eVirif Jiapdicap phy- ' ' Enfin. il y a les urgences. Cest le ens 
’60-’■ .'lis . de : manages, qui ui'ont jamais inscriis 

j^^O dfi^ii^de.re-.'- i» la. caisse mais dont le soutien de I'a- 
suyeat ^dlifioipa- ’. milk meurt ou tombe gravement malade. 
iQP/fqBii&Jra 56nJff- ,; v La fondaiion leur verse alors 100 dinars. 

;deuces,afloiaciciris .’ • - ■ 


Nahed AJ-Khlouf 


On n'avait pas vu 

cela depuis la scconde affaire 
Laith Chuubeilat. I’ancicn de¬ 
pute. condamne a 4 uns de pri¬ 
son pour avoir insulte le roi el 
finalement libere sous la pres- 
sion intemjtionale. Aucun 
proccs n’a suscite autant 
d'interet dans I'opinion publique 
que celui de Dakamseh. Ce 
cnpoml avail tue en mars derni¬ 
er sept lyccennes isru«5liennes 
cn excursion a Baqoura. terri- 
loire jordanien loue a Israel aux 
temies du traite dc paix. 

Le verdict prononce samedi 
dernier par Ic president du con- 
seil miliiaire est plus clement 
que la sentence requisc par le 
procureur. Celui-ci reclamaiL la 
peine capiLalc. Le conseil mili- 
laire a jugc que -Ic crime per- 
petre etait volnntuirc* mais 
-non p rented tie-. Comment ex¬ 
pliquer cene condamnauon 
alors que le roi. lui-meme. au- 
rait pr^f^re que les collegues de 
Dakamseh I'ex^cuient sur Ic 
champ ? 

Lc proces a pris un loumant 
fin juin lorsque Ic conseil mili- 
taire a decide de prendre eon- 
naissancc de deux mppnns 
medicaux sur b sanlc psy- 
ehiquc du solduL. Lav oca t dc la 
defense s’y est oppose car les 
deux rapports ne liguraient pas 
sur la liste des preuves. presen¬ 
tee au prealable par le procu¬ 
reur. L'objection n'3 cependant 
pas ete retenue et I'cxamcn 
medical du caporal a montre 
quil soufl'rait effectivenient de 
troubles psychiatriqucs. A par- 
tir de la. les observateurs ont re- 
maique que les questions po- 
sees le 26 juin dernier par Ic 
procureur i Dakamseh 6taient 
moins feroces que prevues. 
Certains y ont vu une maniere 
de preparer le terrain pour une 
peine moins lourde. 

D'autres facteurs ont joue 
dun;. I'a’lcnuation de la sen¬ 
tence. ce qui n'enleve rien a la 
rigueur juridique du proces. 


’j&£M 
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A Fannonce du verdict, plusieurs membres de la famille du soldat Dakamseh, sont aUes 
crier des slogans anti-israeliens a la sortie du tribunal du conseil militaire. 


D'abord. il y a la plaidoirie de 
la defense. Lb discount tres 
bien structure de 220 pages qui 
a refute point par point de nom- 
hreux faiLs et preuves presents 
par le parquci. 


Chapitre politique 

Ensuite. le conseil miliiaire 
ne pouvait ignorer le climat qui 
regne dans le pays depuis 
quelques semaines. En reaction 
aux pratiques repressives et vi- 
olenies de I'armee Israel ienne ei 
des colonialistes juifs contre les 
Palestiniens dc Cisjordanie. 
une sympathie croissante s'est 
cristallisee autour de Dakam¬ 
seh. Plusieurs Jordaniens. que 
nous avons rencontres peu 
apres I'annonce du verdict, 
trouvaient la condamnation tres 
dure. -Des sionistes went des 
dizaincs de Palestiniens et on 
ne les inuiuir twine pus derunr 
la justice israelienne *. 
s'indigne Ismail Awad. electri- 
cien j Amman. - Dakamseh n'a 
fait que se venger des crimes 


que les soldats israetiens com- suit. 

mettent tous les jours contre dans 

nos frercs palestiniens a chef 

Hebron el ailleurs -. justifie par 

Ahmed Silwadi. marchand de c lem 

fruits et kgumes a Sweileh. env j, 

pres d Amman. touic 

Enfin. ex&uter Ahmed Da- 
kamseh. entail en faire un h6- Ma . a 

ros national et alimemer les f 

rancunes tribales que le regime J .r° 

a toujours soigneusement fivi- 
tees, surlout quand la politique co,c - 

s'en mele. cor{ * 

En effet. le chapitre juri-- -Me* 
dique de I'affaire est clos. mais 
le chapitre politique se pour- 


suit. Le verdict doit ctrc raiifie 
dans les semaines h venir par le 
chef d'Etat-major dc I'armee et 
par le roi Hussein. Un geste 
clement est-il une fois encore 
envisageable ? II est cn tom cas 
toujours temps d'affirmer. a 
I'instar du quolidicn israelien 
Ma'ariv. que -la meilleure 
fagon de mettre fin a 
l apparition de fvts de cluique 
cote, e'est d'appliquer les ac¬ 
cords de paix le plus tot possi- 


Sifleiman Sweiss 


Exposition 

Salt sous le pinceau 


Tour ism e 

Les guides retoument a 1’ecole 

Le petit monde du tourisme a ete pris de court. Le ministere du 
Tourisme et des Antiquites a decide d’impose r une formation de 
neuf jours oilx guides certifies avant 94. Objectif: relever le 
niveau. Mais panni les guides, on craint plutot que cette mesure 
ne vise a diminuer les effectifs. 


rep 

l'. i 
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7T5 atCse trouve la plus ancienne ecole se 
du royaume, construite en 1924. 



A Amman, iiya 

plus d’une centaine de 
magasins qui pratiqueni 
ce type de commerce, 
surtout dans le centre- 
ville et h ai-Wehdat. 

AJbou Zarif al-Ajoun 
est gKissiste. 11 importe 
spedalement des vgte- 
ments venus des pays 
europ6ens. La-bas, des 
soci&& sont speciali¬ 
ses dans le ramassage 

et le triage des vete- 

mans qu riles er.yo.ent 
cn«iite notammem aan* 

’ les pays du Moyen- 
Orient sous forme ae 
palettes, d'oO le nomi de 

^eh»cnarabe,util^ 

pour d&igncr c^ 

mar-chandjse « “ 

~~ , Pour une * 

clique AbouZanf.«to reven drc jusqu a 5 dmvs. 

route en general* entre ‘S. d b bonne quality compa- 

dim* tiM° ^ produits ftbriqu* « 

auxq^lsilfautajouur^l^ ,/ci, qmnd ,wus 

dt transport et ta **^ chemise 

de 10*\ 4 " uTnmtoU,*. * 


..fli 


Tnvr une chemise ochet/e 400 fils, le comments pent la 


veruc ae ■ ^han- 

et de moindie 


ouunpantalon.apresaeuxia- 

Zges.Us sont Jbutus alors que 

vous les avez pay** “* P nx 
^rbdnnt., analyse en m 
J^seur un conuneisani dal- 


Pur *>£*£■ W St encore. Ce* in. ^ 


fcr 200 rite** “TA ^ el 

^S^ationAbeuZar.!. 


rma^ 56 ‘ s ' 0Cl:,, ■ St 

. jigs v&tements de premiere 

SifpSU**igis 


j’achete la marchandise en 
gros. jc ne prend pas ce que je 
veux. raconte encore celui d’al- 
Webdat, ainsi je prends des 
chemises mais je dois aussi 
prendre des jupes et des Vrie- 
ments de sport. El comme ces 
articles se vendent moins, pour 
faire I'equilibre. je suis oblige 
d'augmenter le prix des chemi¬ 
ses qui se vcndeni beaucoup 
mieux*. 

Autre d£sagr£menL le depart 
des ouvriers egyptiens qui. 
avec les Jordaniens sans le sou. 
sont les acheteurs les plus 
fiddles de ces fripes. De 
mani&re gfinfrale, les com- 


Azmi Khlrfat esi le di¬ 
recteur du departcmeni des me¬ 
tiers et du contrdle du tourisme 
el il est formel: •/«.’ ministere a 
regu Jes ptainies dans plu¬ 
sieurs agences de tourisme dc 
Jordanie. concemant le niveau 
mediocre de certains guides-. 
Un cours a done ek mis en 
place pour rectifier le tir : di.\ 
sessions de ncuf jours ei;il6es 
du 21 juin u la fin du mois 
d'aodL chacune suivie d'un exa- 
mcn oral ct dcriL Ic tout pour 
90 dinars. 

Pour I'instanL seuls les 
guides certifies apr&s 1994 
cchappent 5 ce reiour brutal sur 

les bancs de I'icole. Le mi- 
nistfere cstime que leurs con- 

naissances. fraichement acqui- 
scs. leur permettent d'assurer 
une bonne prestation auprfcs du 
public. 

•Aw cet examen. nous veri- 
fions Ic niveau des guides de¬ 
puis qu'ils ont oblcnu leur per- 
mis. explique simplcment Azmi 
Khiifau il per men ra aussi de 
redefinir les differenlcs catego¬ 
ries de guides*. 

Les guides jordaniens sont 
en effel classes cn fonction du 
r£suiial dc leur examen initial. 
Caieeorie A : ils peuvent tra- 
vailler sur tout le royaume : ca- 
tegorie B : leur champ d'action 
se limite a 8 provinces; cat£go- 
rie C : ils resteni cantonnes 
dans la region ou ils habitent. 
Tous les guides de la ifoisieme 
cat^gorie. mfeme s'ils ont obte- 
nu leur permis aprts 94 sont 
obliges de suivre le cours de re¬ 
mise & niveau. 


Ictptcl les guides ne sonl pas 
qualifies est el range-. 

s'inicrroge de son cole Nuwar 
Joudeh. une auirc guide luuris- 
lique. -it ne Julian pa v leur 
Jnnner Je permis s'ils n 'cmienl 
pas emu pet cuts El Nuwar dc 
rappeler que ces fameux per¬ 
mis sont ju Me muni delivres par 
Ic ministere. 

Plusieurs guides irouvent 
aussi irt\s mjuste de sanction ncr 
I'ensemble de In profession 
pour les erreurs Je quelques- 


p*:«ursuit entre le ministere et la 
Societe des guides tourisliques 
mais la decision esi deja appli- 
quee. Tous les jours, les guides 
qui soni inscriis aux cours (ils 
seraient environ 300. soil la 
moitie du nombre total de 
guides dans Ic royaume) se ren¬ 
du nt a I'universiie de Jordanie 
de 9 heures a 16 heures. 
Comme de simples £coliers. ils 
craignent d'echouer a I'examen 
final. Mais plus qu'un diploma, 
e’est un emploi qui est cn jeu. 




^^kv&paritepiusq^ des mei5ants se plaigncnt de ce que 

Aments iorfaniens v&itable- leur5 clients nont plus 
vgteDienuj .vhfite ... _« ni> rlmenwnt 


aux - c-ur el a neufr- Le- aewn™» —— d'ec 

sSit-ssffP leurepctiB 


d’&onomies « ne depensent 
plus d’argent pour un tel 
«luxe». ■ 


Sabah Hadidi 


Touristes amaques 

-Le ministere du tourisme a 
pris sa decision sans nous con- 
sultcr», rgagil Maha Anabtawi. 
guide eile-meme et direcirice 
du comity social au sein dc la 
socid(£ des guides tourisliques. 
*L 'argument ministeriel selon 


- Certains sour en tente, e'est 
un fait : ils essay cm 
d'unuiqiier le tonriste. dunnent 
des informations 
ermnees • m ne 
malt risen! pas les 
longues 

etrangcrcs. Au 
ministere de ptmir 
ces brebis gal cas¬ 
es mais pas tout le 
munJe •• s'insurge 
la jeune guide. 

Line autre idee 
Lraine cgjlcmenl 
panni les guides : 
le ministere vou- 
drait limiter leur 
nombre paree qu’il 
y en a plus que Ic 
pays n'en a he- 
soin. Azmi Khlif.il 
rejelie totalcment 
ectlc hypothesc. 

•Ce n'est pas 
dans la politique 
du ministere dc 
mettre les sens au 
chomage ; nous 1 
aliens organiser 
des cours /tour les 
guides qui n'ont 
pas reussi leur ex- 
amt-n oral er ecril 
pour qu'ils puis- 

“ re,r TY Les guide, 
leur travail le _ 

Plus to, possi- ** Jordan 

ble-. assurc-l-il. remand 

Le ddbat se Saint-Geo 


Samaa Abu Sharar 



LeS tableaux de Mohammad Al-Jaloos rappel- 
lent le pass£ glorieux de SalL Lide a Naplouse. c'flait I'une 
des villes les plus importantes de Transjordanie. Elle a ete un 
centre agricole et religieux reconnu et sa foneresse. toujours 
reconstitute & travers les siecles. est la preuve de son rdle 
stratfieique dans la region. Le peintre a voulu rctrouver aussi 
la simplicity et le charme du Salt ancien et de ses vicilies mai- 
sons ottomanes en pierres jaunes, en n^gligcant tout ce qui a 
pu. avec le temps, affccter cette beautf. Le soleil. le cie), la 
terre sont les ingredients de ce plat picture], assaisonng de 
cou leurs pastels. Les 62 tableaux de I'exposition montrcnt ain¬ 
si les maisons, les 6coles. les mosquees. la basse-villc. il y a 
30 ans : Salt dans toute sa simplicity. -J'avais 6 ans en 1966 
quand je marchais dans les rues de Salt, raconte I'artistC, n6 n 
Amman, et depuis cette date, j'ai toujours eu envie de dessin- 
er cene ville . J'adoruis son architecture cl ses maisons aux 
pierres jaunes. exiraiies de la momagne d’Al-Balqa *. 

En contre-point, ces oeuvres rfvfelent les carences de la pro¬ 
tection du patrimoine. La legislation pour sauvegarder les u$- 
moignaces et les vestiges du vieux Salt n'est pas vraiment ef- 
ficace. La mairie ne peut notammem interdire les habitants de 
demure les maisons anciennes. Les peintures de Mohammad 
Al-Jaloos sont aussi pour alerter nos memoires. ■ 


Bayan Salman 


Exposition Les maisons de Salt, de Mohammad Al-Jaloos, 
organisee par l , assodation privee Al-Gamouh, josqu'au 
30 julllet proebain a Khalda, Amman. Renseignemenis an 
5412198 ou 5412957. 




C’estlavie C 

Uagenda-ftari^ais d'Amman 7 ; \ 






Exposition 

Jusqu'au 29 juillet au Centre culturel frangais, ia 
photographe Jan Kassay expose ses plus beaux cli¬ 
ches de fleurs. 


Les guides tourisliques sont plus de 600 
en Jordanie . lei. Tun d'eux explique en 
allcmand la carte-mosatquc de Teglise 
Saint-Georges a Madaba. 


Cinema 

Cycle consacre a I'acteur Lino Ventura. 

Les miserables de Robert Hossein (1982). Adaptation 
de Toeuvre de Victor Hugo, proche du spectacle 
monte par le meme metteur en sc&ne. 

Lundi 28 juillet a 20h30 au Centre culture! franqais. 
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By Nicholas Goldberg 


TEHRAN. Iran—On (he eve of (he 
Cannes Film Festival. Abbas Kiarostami. 
Iran’s besi-known filmmaker, still didn't 
have permission to go.. 

Each day as the May festival drew 
closer, he would fight with the Ministry 
of Culture and Islamic Guidance for 
approval to take his new film. “A Taste of 
Cherry.” to the festival despite its risque 
subject matter. But the censors simply 
wouldn't allow it. 

Finally, well after the cut off date for 
submission of films, the minister—- 
perhaps realizing how embarrassing it 
would be to keep Iran's most famous 
director home simply because his film 
dealt candidly with the issue of suicide— 
reluctantly relented. Kiarostami jumped 
on a plane, sent the film off apologetically 
to the judges, and immediately after arriv¬ 
ing. won the coveted Golden PaJm. the 
top award at the festival. 

But at home in Iran, the award received 
little attention. When Kiarostami 
relumed, official praise was restrained— 
and what comment there was dealt more 
with the scandalous. un-lslamie kiss he 
received from actress Catherine Deneuve 
at the awards ceremony. Instead of “revel¬ 
ing in his success. Kiarostami refused 
requests for interviews, saying that limes 
were tense and he didn't want to upset the 
authorities. 

"What other choice docs he have'.'" 
asked one friend in Tehran, who declined 
to be identified. "He must work with the 
.system, or he will not be allowed to work 
• ai all." 

Kiarostami's quiet dispute with the 
censors was a familiar one to moviemak¬ 
ers here. The Iranian film industry chums 
out more than 50 movies a year, and some 
75 million movie tickets are sold here 
annually. What's more—although few 
know it in America, and few believe it 
when they hear it—the industry here is 
one of the most admired in the world, 
making high-quality, international award- 
winning movies. Directors such as Kia¬ 
rostami. Dariush Mehjuri and Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf have won repeated awards in 
Lucumo. Switzerland: Turin, Italy; 
Cannes: and Tokyo, among other places. 

for films about family, community and 
poverty that touch on sensitive personal 
and social issues. 

But cinema in Iran is troubled. In 
recent years, the militant Islamic govern¬ 
ment—which must approve all films 
before and after they’re shot—has been 
withdrawing its support from more seri¬ 
ous films in favor of commercial, action- 
packed movies that can be used more eas¬ 
ily to spread the message of the Islamic 
revolution in the country's ongoing prop¬ 
aganda war against the West. 

At the same lime, the regime has 
cracked down still further on those films 
that make use of sexual imagery or which 
are perceived as excessively '•Western." 
unfavorable to Islam, or even slightly 
anti-government. Censorship has become 
more heavy-handed in the last four years, 
with government officials refusing to 
grant permission lor more serious films. 


Iranian filmmakers run 


gantlet of capricious censors 



cutting entire scenes out of others, chang¬ 
ing names and dialogue, removing charac¬ 
ters—and not infrequently, banning con¬ 
troversial films outright. 

"People in the world now are looking 
for Islamic and humanitarian values in 
our films." said Culture and Islamic Guid¬ 
ance Minister Mir Salim. To that end, 
Salim set out a list of unbreakable rules 
for filmmakers during a meeting in 1996. 
including the following: Movies may not 
show an unveiled woman or the "curves" 


of her body or a woman running or wear¬ 
ing makeup. A villain may not have a 
name from the Koran such as Muhammad 
or Hussein or Ali: instead, villains should 
have old Iranian names such as Houshang 
and Kambiz. Heroes, by contrast, may not 
wear bow ties or neckties, both of which 
are symbols of the decadent West. Fami¬ 
lies may not argue. Unrelated men and 
women may not touch or kiss. 

That's just the beginning. Singing and 
dancing by women are forbidden and lin¬ 


gering eye contact between men and 
women is discouraged. A religious person 
may not be a villain, and members of the 
armed forces may not be portrayed in 
untidy clothes nr behaving in an unseemly 
or unjust manner. Unhappy endings are 
discouraged as well. 

"They obviously want films made so 
that any idiot can understand the clear 
message abouL how people should 
behave." said one film industry profes¬ 
sional who asked not to be identified. 


"It’s a silly, unrealistic way to make 
movies.” 

Consider this year's Fajr Rim Festival 
near Tehran. The big picture pushed by 
the government was not Kiarostami's "A 
Taste of Cherry" or any of the films by 
well-known, serious directors. Instead, it 
was an action picture called ‘'Sandstorm," 
an adventure movie with little to recom¬ 
mend it and a political theme that is 
hardly groundbreaking here: the evil of 


“SSEti o, a Stallone or a Sobwar*' ' 
negger movie, "SandMom^ is 
reJSffc incident jn ,«Hl* 

forces, seeking to rescue - tte hosteg». ; 

heldin Tehran in 1980, anm^ 
and briefly captured a 

During the course of the nK)Vie ' “J 
Americans slap the Iranians agM* ■». 
verbally abuse them, while the heroic Jra 

I^ mn* 

“g-sssrsi&'^gsif’' 

Milam, an award-wmmng director wh °se 
work has been p raised - internationally,, 
and who adhered, tp vjjjjjjgg- 

ideals. She always chose safe, politically 
acceptable topics for her films, she says-^. _ 
Yet when it came to,her Iasi m° we * ***■ 

subject of which was envltonmentol oin- 

sciousness among children.^she- fell afool 

of the ministry. It's not qmte ctem- wtei 

was wrong, but one probtem was tm^er 
central character, an ^year-oW gm- . 
wasn't wearing a headscarf at all ume&-- 
even though-girts in tran arent reqoirca. 
ro do so ondi turning 9. With the censor¬ 
ship office under the control of a new 
bureaucrat the film was bann^ am i the 
36 -year-old director, was barred worn 
making films again. 

**He (the censor) believed women 
should not bend in films, they should not ; 
run and they should not be shot in close— 
ups." Milani said. “He was so sick, hc^_ 

thought everything was erotic—and be 
caused movies to be cut to pieces. •' ' 
After the revolution that brought Aya¬ 
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini to power ui 
1979. authorities grew even more strict 

about what could and could not be shown.. .. 

While onscreen sexual content .. had 
always been frowned upon, political con^ 
tent was now being scrutinized far more 
closely. For a few years after the revpln- 
don, the Iranian film industry ground to a . 
halt. 

But at a time when 50 percent oT.lram- 
ans were illiterate, officials of the. new 
regime soon recognized the propaganda j 
potential of film. 

Although many of the films that-were - 
made were standard-fare melodramas, 
war pictures about the fran-Iraq conflict, 
shoot-’em-up movies about dniig dealers - 
and gangsters, the government alscr 
allowed more serious movies to be made. < 
But in the last two or three yeare, the 
atmosphere has changed, censorship has 
been tightened and the process has 
become more difficult _ . ■ 

The one ray of hope for Iranian movie¬ 
makers is the recent election of Moham¬ 
mad Khatami as president. Khatami, a 
former Minister of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance, was far more flexible and lib¬ 
eral when he held the job than the current 
minister. In fact, many of the greatest Ira¬ 
nian movies—and the ones that come 
.closest to controversy and social criti¬ 
cism—were made during the Khatami 
years in the early 1990s. ■ 




LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 
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JJ * And Avril Groom 

ft ? ose « the front row 

J* E ^-md/ffie^lothes they wore at the Paris 
J 3 - ^ v ^W#te?o>pnjre shows said it all- Hoilv- 
' 1 h . -, Lwowf- wives Kate Capshaw and Rita 
^ -. .Wilson.' in. vintage-looking bias cut 

* J : A ^imeg^tarDemi Moore in a simple black 
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* f™■7xB32‘* M nee Marie-Chantai 
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Chanel, the crop-haired Princess Rosa- 
no Saxe-Coburg in a plain black vest 
American financier’s wife Nan Kemp- 
ner, twice as old and twice as thin as 
any of them, is a couture perennial who 
always looks of the moment. Ivans 
Trump, in an acid yellow power suit, 
was the only _throwback. 

There is unquestionably both a new 
mood and a new client, a combination 
that may well see off Pierre Berge's 
warnings of an indus¬ 
try defunct by the mil¬ 
lennium. As Yves St 
Laurent's partner, he 
is probably eating his 
words Yves' pure and 
sumptuous evening 
wear was some of his 
best-received in years. 

The mood, like the 
clients, is younger, 
less formal but as 
rich as ever. The 
French couture estab¬ 
lishment may have 
squealed when Ber¬ 
nard Amault of 
LVMH installed John 
Galliano and Alexan¬ 
der McQueen at two 
of his marques. Dior 
and Givenchy, but it is 
this odd couple who 
have revitalised the 
interest and other 
designers are 

following. 

The boys are mak¬ 
ing the most of their 
new toys, revelling in 
being able to use the 
traditional skills of a 
couture atelier and the 
world's best headers 
and embroiderers. 

McQueen's collec¬ 
tion for Givenchy 
veered from the High¬ 
lands of Scotland to 
China and Catholic 
Spain but majored on 
an 18th century frock- 
coat shape, the perfect 
vehicle for both 
McQueen's lailoring 
skills and rich embel¬ 
lishment Galliano is 
an old band at extrava¬ 


ganzas and his fin de siecle world tour 
for Dior was so haunting, romantic and 
beautiful that even the impossible-lo- 
wenr show-stoppers will doubtless be 
worn, for the sheer fun of it. 

The Brits have hardly had it all their 
own way. and olher shows produced the 
heart-stopping high spots of which only 
couture is capable. Christian Lacroix's 
exuberant art fabrics brilliant rough- 
woven tweed or hand-painted devore 
velvet were encrusted with textured 
lace, in effortless-looking pouffes, 
swirls and delicate lingerie styles. 

Jean-Paui Gaultier transported us to 
the steppes of Hungary, with swirling, 
fur-trimmed coats, bold black lace and 
hussar braid, giving romance to his 
impeccable tailoring. His 


M ; i! 

'',^,7 


wmm. 


move into couture has encouraged other 
non-tradiiional designers such as Ade¬ 
line Andre and ex-Balenciaga Josephus 
Melchior Thimisrer who. both in their 
own ways, pursue a fine, delicate mini¬ 
malism. to show small special-order 
collections. 

St Laurent provided the most dra¬ 
matic moment, opening his show with a 
full length sable coat (fur-faming is big 
couture news) prowling the catwalk on 
the panther-like African model Katou- 
cha. who emerged from retirement to be 
the designer's muse for the season. His 
evening wear, inspired by Tudor paint¬ 
ers and rich with jewelled black velvet, 
fur edgings and brilliant draped satin, 
exuded calm modernity after all the cos¬ 
tume drama. 

In a week of black-clad brides. 
Oscar de la Renta's rose-strewn 
wedding dress in dusky autumn 
colours for Pierre tailoring and 
fur-trimmed antique Paisleys. 

Others probed less certainly 
into modernity. In what has 
sadly turned out to be his last 
couture collection and couture 
was always his most personal 
fashion statement Versace's 
Space Age shoulder extensions 
and wickedly whittled leather 
looked forced, though the 
toga-dresses in "liquid" chain- 
mail reminded us of just how 
innovative Versace could 
sometimes be. 

Valentino put all the 
energy of his marvellous 
workrooms into embroidery 
and brocades that replicated 
animal skins but, in metallic 
finishes and body-hugging 
shapes, teetered on" the 
tarty. Ungaro's lace trims 
and draped wraps have a 
light touch but the late 
1990s seem to have passed 
them by. 

Then there is the enigma 
of Karl Lagerfeld at 
Chanel. In a show of many 
beautiful but sombre, 
stormy things, there were 
strange ironic references 
to other designers Yama- 
Chanel \ moto's quirky tailoring, 
Calvin Klein's minimal 
asymmetry. Helmut 
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Lang's bands of sheer and 
stretch, even a tattered New 
Age version of Galliano's 
Belle Epoque, with dread 
locked fringeing and shred 
ded net. feathers and lace 
among wild . tresses. The 
effect was of a sportsman 
who has difficulty figuring 
out his opponent’s game and 
tries every shot in the book. 
But never underestimate 
Lagerfeld. Next season it 
could be his show which 
reduces those famous faces 
to tears of ecstasy. ■ 
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Fax (03) 318246 


Enjoy The Star Every 
Thursday Morning For 

OnlyJD 20 

annual subscription 


Thrmosi pleasurable shopping 
expenence ... It's just about 
everything you need, at low prices. 
Amman-7ih Circle Tel: 814129 
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To boot- your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAFEWAY Bldg. CSHNANA Center - Jabal Alhuss.ien £> DOWNTOWN call 680367 


Pi^i 

World’s No.1 Pizza Chain 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift wirh 
every kid’s meal ” 
“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at Pizza Hut " 


HOSPITALITY 

> 
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True Vacations come to 
live In our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest - 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 



Fully Serviced Suites 

A/C In Grand 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:0Q-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


For more 


information call 652380 - 645380 


ORLANE 


O I-acids 
0 Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

<2 European manievn-s A 
padi cures 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darorl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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Jordan’s IT market'^ 
Fax us on 648298>pi^| 
email us at fe 
Star@N ETS.com. Jo^ 
with your nows and« 
vi e w 


Internet growth and Government 


Internet routers and their operation: 

Internet traffic police 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 
BEFORE THE new tunnels 
were finished and opened in 
Jabal Amman Third Circle 
area, Jordanian drivers faced 
agonizing traffic jams in that 
main section of Amman. The 
major problem with the old 
“pre-tunnels Third Circle” was 
that no efficient solution was 
in place to properly direct 
and route traffic coming 
into the area. Cars simply ^ 
appeared at the circle and 
then it was left for them 
to dig their way through 
it! As the new tunnels \N 
have clearly shown, when §a 
there is proper routing £= 
and priority settings, con- In¬ 
gestion is highly miti- — 
gated and crashes are — 
minimized. SS f 

In its own way, the ~ 

Internet and the different - 

phone lines and back- -— 
bones connecting its 60 —-. 
million users is similar to ^ 

a very busy street that _ 

would simply come to a 
complete holt had it not had 
proper routing of all the data 
flowing within it. 

Internet users navigate the 
Web. view news groups, send 
email and subscribe to mail¬ 
ing lists without giving much 
thought to the great tasks 
involved in routing the TCP/IP 
(the Internet's networking pro¬ 
tocol) data packets between alt 
the relevant servers. Why? 
Because the routers, the Inter- 
nefs unknown traffic police, 
take care of this for us. Rout¬ 
ers are needed on the Internet - 
and for that matter most net¬ 
works—to allow the different 
servers and networks on this 
huge global network to 
respond to and communicate 
with each other, through the 
exchange of the ever so 


famous TCP/IP packets. To 
better understand the role of 
routers, let's follow the path of 
an email message sent from 
the email address 
Abbassi @ncts.com.jo to 
WDj@go.com.jo: The mail 
server of “nets.com.jo” pro¬ 
cesses the email message and 
looks up the IP address (net¬ 
work number) of “go.com.jo." 




it then communicates with the 
mail server of “go.com.jo''. 

Once the connection is 
done, the remote mail host 
receives the email message 
and stores it for 
woj@go.com.jo. The actual 
connection between the two 
mail hosts is performed across 
many routers over the Internet 
“Neis.com.jo” server requests 
that its packets be sent to the 
IP address corresponding to 
the “go.com.jo" server 
(194.27.1.71 in this case), and 
the router in NETS sends the 
packets from “nets.com.jo" 
server 1 195.14.136.1) over the 
best available route on the 
Internet. The decision on 
which route is the best one. 
depends on the routing proto¬ 
col and algorithms imple¬ 


mented in the router. The IP 
packets hop over many routers 
(an average of eight or nine) 
before they reach the 
“go.com.jo" mail server. How- 
.ever. these packets retain the 
information of their origin and 
destination and hence they are 
always properly routed across 
the huge Intern et. T he same 
applies to the HTTP requests 
(also in the form of TCP/IP 
packets) that a web browser 
sends and receives when brows¬ 
ing web pages; when you con¬ 
nect to the ISP your computer 
receives an IP address and 
becomes part of the Internet for 
as long as you are connected. 

Your requests are sent in IP 
packets that contain the data for 
the sender and the receiver and 
are properly routed by the inter¬ 
mediary routers between your 
machine and the web server. 
Routers use different and vary¬ 
ing standard protocols to per¬ 
form the routing properly and 
work around any failures of 
intermediary routers and/or 
connections. An example of 
these protocols is the very 
widely used RIP (Routing 
Information Protocol). 

The Router equipment manu¬ 
facturers tike CISCO. Bay Net¬ 
works. HP. Digital and 3COM 
have benefited greatly from the 
Internet. This is because the 
Internet “skyrocketed** the 
demand for their network rout¬ 
ers; regardless of the software 
used by ISPs or the computer 
hardware platforms, routers 
were needed in all cases. 

In their own way. routers and 
the different routing protocols 
are the tunnels and bridges of 
the Internet highways. Without 
them the Internet's traffic 
would have been as chaotic as 
that of the old Third Circle! 

email: 

Abbassi @ NETS.com.jo 


By Jabra Ghneim 

Special to The Star 
A FEW weeks ago one of uur 
ministers appeared on TV for an 
interview. When asked about 
certain aspects of the new press 
law. his answer was. “What is 
the need for 24 newspapers in u 
small country like Jordan?" 

Well, putting aside any criti¬ 
cism of that asnwer. it should 
be very interesting to note the 
impact the Internet may have on 
the dissemination of information 
in Jordan. The network is 
quickly becoming more than a 
bunch of servers and modems. 

All over the world, it is 
becoming a major source of 
information. Even here in Jor¬ 
dan. professionals are utilizing 
the Internet. For example, dur¬ 
ing the ‘Dakumseh trial'. Jorda¬ 
nian psychologists used 
resources downloaded from the 
internet for defense purposes. 

Governmental moves to con¬ 
trol information arc an expected 
response. Suppression of infor¬ 
mation media is the oldest form 
of government oppression and it 
is siiJl with us till this day. even 
in America. When a new form 
of media arises, the natural 
response for any government is 
to feel they’ve got to get control 
over it. 

Government control of the 
Internet ranges from the imple¬ 
mentation of a code of ethics in 
France to extension of existing 
media laws to cover restrictions 
on the Net in Germany. How¬ 
ever. governments all over the 
world are increasingly coming 
to the realization that the 'Net' 
can not be bottled and capped. 

In Malaysia, which is a coun¬ 
try that has strict press controls, 
the government declared that the 
Internet will not he censored. 
Restricting the Internet means 
widening the gap between coun¬ 
tries. ~ culturally and 
economically. 


Back home in Jordan, a num¬ 
ber of new Internet Service Pro¬ 
viders tiSPs) arc appearing. 
Accordingly, a reduction in Tees 
paid by Internet users can he 
expected. It also promises that 
very soon publishing and dis¬ 
semination of information in 
Jordan will become easier than 









ever. The technology itself is 
advancing at a pace faster than 
anyone can imagine (A Net 
year is Jess than six months). 

Technologies like ISDN, 
ADSL and satellite links prom¬ 
ise fast and cheap access. In 
less than IS months these tech¬ 
nologies will start trickling 
down into the region. In less 
than three years it will be cheap 
enough for the ordinary user 
here to have his/her own satel¬ 
lite link to the Internet. It's 
somewhat like the spread of sat¬ 
ellite dishes. 

Six years ago the only satel¬ 
lite dishes f could see in 
Amman were the ones in the 
Prime Ministry's building and 
the Kuwaiti Embassy. Now, 
satellite dishes arc on almost 
every roof top. Internet satellite 
links are not very far behind 
(currently the cost of the satel¬ 
lite equipment needed for Inter¬ 
net connectivity is less than 


$3,000). The point is; soon 
enough most concent providers 
in Jordan will have some kind 
of presence on the Internet 

Correspondingly, very soon, 
some government official 
would say. “Who needs 24 ISPs 
anyway?" From experience 
with how government operates 
here, censorship might defi¬ 
nitely take an economic form, 
such as raising capital require¬ 
ments on ISPs, resulting in 
more difficult bureaucratic pro¬ 
cedures to receive an ISP 
license (which seems to be the 
case now). Also, government 
regulators should be able _ to 
come up with other ‘restrictive 
ideas' sooner or later. Govern¬ 
ment will definitely see a lucra¬ 
tive source of tax revenue in 
Internet ventures. 

In Algeria for example, a 
friend told me that his company 
pays $100,000 a month for its 
satellite link to the Internet. Jor¬ 
danians are hungry for the kind 
of information available on the 
Internet. Their hunger could be 
satisfied if the current govern¬ 
ment restrictions and regula¬ 
tions on communication compa¬ 
nies is eased. These regulations 
will eventually result in few sup¬ 
pliers providing the service. 
Therefore, the market will be 
characterized by higher prices, 
and lower quality of service 
than Jordanian users deserve. 

The further we restrict, in any 
form, any information medium, 
including the Internet, the more 
we widen the gap between our 
country and the rest of the 
world. Some may say ebar the 
Internet itself was started by 
the government. To those we 
say. ‘The Internet didn't 
become what it is now until that 
same government lifted its 
hands off. the Internet'. To the 
governments of the region I say, 
‘hands off, let it go, let it pass, 
set it free, set the Net free.' ■ 
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Pentium 266,300 MHz 
arrives 




TOE FAJrr-P**d worid ofPC %£**£££ b*ri« 

me. Intel contmues ra bbit ^ 

three times a year, making tne n- - . ... --v. 



°tSnk: the minimum 

tium 166MHz. wtadi seems to _ «ij z means that** ’ ** 


tium. and possibfy_d^l^^J^o rT ^?^ - 
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tiumTand 266^d 300 MHzfr* 

Intel announced the hasshtivred " 

this year. So far. reecntiy to.**; 

mainstream PC systems. pcs-kvailaiite,^ *—^ 

266MHz r Inrw . n processor, .well, Yd® 1 ' 

market- As of the ye*r 

are now available in the US A- introduced 


we could only, 



some thr 
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66MHz systems. At the time, Pentium 
onnminrpd hut didn’t really make it to our desktops. 

1995 Apparently clock-speed has come a long way smc& 

1 onto processors* 

Just take a look at the design of toe Pent:urn II processpt 
housed in a black cartridge, making the complete 
so huge, compared to previous proossors. 

‘slight 1 heatin g problems Intel faooJ what tt 
Pentium, you can imagine the advanced 
cool the massively fast and veiy powerfiJ Ptatomn U 
In any case, as bhg as Intel can deliver reliable. ^ 

tem is barfly a necessity. After alL Microsoft Wort-7 
7 o— as examples— run perfectly fine, and at vety:re$geeJw*r-,. 
speeds on a Pentium 133MHz. So, wfw up^jrf-ymrb^; 
offiS/productivity software is not half as drananding : a &-3» 
clock-speed. For power users, the 300MHz Pentiinrc isgttsai 
news. Fbrthe rest of us— small office and home users—it ngy.. 
turn ubd a ‘practical reality’ at our desktops 
1998. Thai’s my prediction. For now stick to your Pertnint k3*. ; 
166 and 200MHz systems. That's my advice. -- : • .vV. 
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Who said popular brands were bette 

IN RESPONSE to our in-depth look at the differences 
assembled PCs and well-known brands, several readers hare 
written or called in with ideas and reflections on persooafccx 
riraces. We had printed a response before, but unsjweL... 
thought it would be worth giving some serious consider^KHrto 

a comment made by another reader. _ "V J 

Apparently, this reader thinks that, “well-known btand s catf 
be just as bad. In fact, a very prestigious American brand turoiKf; 
out to include exchanged components.’’ 

In other worts, this reader stales that some Jordanian raatt- 
purer distributors actually change the components of. wefir 
configured, ready manufactured systems. This, of course, Jqffp : 
ers the performance of these systems, causing all sorts of jpofcv 
lems which users wanted to avoid in the first place by buyinga^ 
supposedly good brand! " / 

.. Why. do jout local .distributors .change components?, Wd!,;.. 
mainly to lower the price of American PCs. After all, most 
m^or organizations in Jordan will purchase brand X.jprX 
because it is recommended internationally. However, with more 
than one supplier offering the same make of PC, a price-war 
ranges among these suppliers to snatch huge contracts. That*s> 
when local companies resort to such tactics. - 

Tins disturbing fact makes you wonder about the quaGty.qX 
low-priced American brand PCs available in Jordan! So, if-Qiife- 


HE 


low-priced American brand PCs available in Jordan! So, if this- 
user’s warning is anything to go by; and judging by several sim¬ 
ilar complaints 1 have received over the past year, buyers better 
look out Always ask about your PC's components and demand 
that your supplier sticks to international configurations of PC • 
brands. That way. when you pay more you get more- Maybe 1 
even, in some rare cases, you will pay less and get more. ■ V* 


Juventus will be pressed 
to defend title 


Chang outlasts weary Korda 
to repeat at Legg Mason 
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CHATLLLON, Italy-Juvenius' star mid¬ 
fielder Zinedine Zidane warned his team¬ 
mates on Tuesday that the reigning cham¬ 
pions are no longer the best team in Italy. 

Zidane, who recently turned dow* 
move to Manchester United, s**' 

Milan. Parma and Inter »»• 
strengthened their te-*- 
the transfer mu ^|» ' 

while Juventus had 

Changes. 

"This is cer- 
tainly going to 
be a tougher sea- 
son than the last *..‘V ‘ 
one," the French 
man warned. 

“Not only because it's always difficult 
to repeat any achievement from one year 
to the next, but more because last year we 
had the strongest team in the world — 
and this year we're on a level with the 
other big clubs. 

"I've watched many other sides getting 
stronger, making major improvements. 
AC Milan and Parma are now the same as 
us. 

He went on: "Juventus are a bit the 
same os last season. Good players have 
left but have been replaced by players 
who are just as good. Christian Vieri 
scored a lot of goals, but Filippo Inzaghi 
has arrived and he scored more even 
goals than Vieri.’’ 

Among Juventus’ title rivals, Zidane 
highlighted the new-look Milan. 

“You just have to look at the names," 
he said. “From (Ibrahim) Ba to 

(Christian) Ziege, from (Winston) 
Bogarde to (Andre) Cruz, from (Patrick) 
Kluivert to ... (Fabio) Capello. And then 
lGeorge) Weah has stayed. 

“However, Parma and Lazio have also 
been building up their’squads, and I'm 
curious to see Ronaldo at Inter.” 

Zidane, who argued that Juventus 
didn’t need building up, meanwhile wants 
to improve his own performance in his 
second season with the Turin club. 

“Above all. I've got to score more 
goals.” he told the Gazzetia detio Sport, 
having notched five in 29 matches last 
time around. 

“Apart from that. I’ve got to be more 
consistent I've got to play at the right 
level for the whole season and not just for 
a few matches. But I've got more experi¬ 


ence now, and J'm more sure 
of myself than when I 
arrived." 

A World Cup season is a 
mixed blessing, accord- 
: ing to the Frenchman, 

who admitted: “That 
' VBfe could be a distraction 
. for some.” 

|k- The World Cup is 

very important, espe- 
cially for us French as 
we’re playing at home, 
which is really fantastic. 

“But at the same time, 
Juventus is also very 
important. 

“Let’s hope that the season 
gets sorted out early and that 
there are no major objectives 
left at the end—because the 
closer we get to it. the more 
players will be thinking about 
the World Cup." ■ 
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National WalVs rally 
promises to be a big event 


By Nicholas J. Cotsonika 
WASHINGTON—The 
patient, persistent style of top- 
seeded Michael Chang was 
too arduous Sunday for No. 2 
Petr Korda, fatigued and 
unable to sustain his game of 
precise placement. As Korda’s 
energy and concentration 
waned, he committed 64 
unforced errors, and Chang 
successfully defended his 
Legg Mason Tennis Classic 
title. 5-7. 6-2, 6-1, at William 
H.G. FitzGerald Tennis 
Center. 

Ranked second in the world. 
Chang became the first repeat 
champion here since Andre 
Agassi won in 1990 and ‘91. 
He now leads the Association 
of Tennis Professionals Tour 
in titles this year with five, 
one more than top-ranked Pete 
Sampras, and has a 6-2 career 
record against Korda. 

Chang, who received a first- 
round bye. was nearly elimi¬ 
nated in his first match. He 


survived two match points 
against Luis Herrera of Mex¬ 
ico and needed 10 match 
points of his own to win. But 
Sunday, his conservative, 
baseline style easily outlasted 
Korda, who relies on difficult, 
sharp-angled shots. 

“You know he's going to 
make great shots, so 1 had to 
play good, solid, aggressive 
tennis and keep ray errors 
down." said Chang, who had 
13 unforced errors. “He’s very 
talented and can hit winners 
from any part of the court, so 
you just have to take them and 
wait for your time.” 

Sunday, Chang played his 
first day match of the week, 
albeit in much cooler tempera¬ 
tures than those felt in other 
afternoons, and benefited 
greatly from his conditioning, 
widely thought to be among 
the tour's best Korda faded in 
his fifth straight day match. He 
began to show signs of fatigue 
midway through the first set. 
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UNDER THE patronage of His Royal 

Highness Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein, 

chairman of the Higher Committee for 

Cars’ Sports, the 

National Wall’s 

Rally will start this 

Friday at 9:30 pm, 

from the headquar- _?> 

ters of the Royal 

Automobile Club of - ■< 

Mr Rami Shaban, 
deputy director of *^r r S- TO 
the Wall's Co., in _ 

Jordan which is the 
supporter of the 
event, said that the 
rally will be one of : 
the best sport events >,/ ■ 

in the Kingdom in —~— - : - 

which the partici¬ 
pants will be in die-hard competition to 
achieve points that enable them to be in 
the Jordan's Rally Championship of 


1997. 

Shaban added that despite the fact 
that Ahmad A1 Da wood. Bashar Busta- 
mi, Maruf Abu 
-ncni Samra will not be 

' * -.-jJsSEi among the partici- 

P 3 * 115 , the race will 
~ ■ promise to be one 

'~y? r: ~v of the most excit- 

- ing. This is because 

t ' of the close compe- 

tition between Mu- 
i, ‘" ham mad A1 Da- 

wood who ranks 

_ TSrisdj&f* -Em in. the .‘97 

- championship and 

^ his rivals Ibrahim 

Ana Ali and Besha- 
ra Qazar. 

--- The rally will last 

all day Friday, and 
the official ceremony would be held on 
Saturday evening by the Wall’s Co., for 
the winners. ■ 
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DRAW FOR the second round, of the A^r z 
Worid Gup qurtifying competition Qn Tttesdayc 


- Group A : - ; ‘ ' ^; r ‘ 

- Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Carina, Iran,QataiV >... /*•;> ‘ 

• GroupB . vir V : >.iV. ’■* 

South Korea, Kaiarirt^n, Japan, U^jekistaii, Ehrited 

Arab Emirates . . v : .^= 

• Each group vrfU play a league, system in tfhieh :earfj T .'- 

tearaplays ft»e oth&s In aXwmcf '■ \' 

Matches to Be ^ 

November 9. Vennes to be deteruftned.' by- tbe. r «tenuiL. 
Tederations. . ; 

■ Winners oE eaidr go thro^hL lo i . 

France: Rmroers-up play Koto otfrier on 




leg playoff on November 2Z adufzsf 
jdace in France. ■ 
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and trainer 
Bill Norris ^ 

attended to ^®||| 

him often. H| 

Friday, Korda K 1 

said he was ||L J 

close to quit- fin S 

ting his quar- Hk 
terfinal match mg 

because of 

heat illness. SHtaHMi 

‘Tf you 
don't have 
legs. you ■ ■ 

can’t beat W0FM 

Michael » ,S 

Chang," said ■ # "fWt 

the 21st- 
ranked » 

Korda, who 

won here in *^***flH'>i 

1992 and was SI 

a finalist in 
1991. “I was 

just tired and ^E|||| 

couldn't do 
anything. I 
couldn't even 
run. With 4 

what 1 went - 

through this Michael Chang 
week. I had 
nothing. And 
Michael came in fresh.” 

The first set was an hour- 
long battle of attrition that 
suited Chang, though it was 
one he lost. Korda expended 
valuable energy daring the 
extended 1 volleys and tense 
moments, leaving little for 
later. Games went to deuce six 
times, and Korda and Chang 
each faced several break 
points. . 

fn the sixth game, Korda 
held double-break point over a 
frustrated Chang, who stared 
at his feet for a frill five sec¬ 
onds after hitting a shot long. 
But Chang came back to hold 
serve in that game and to bold 
double-break point himself in 
the next, after Korda double- 
faulted for the sixth time. But 
Korda, as Chang h-*rt just 
done, came back to hold. 

After Chang held for 4-4, he 
led the ninth game, 40-30, and 
seemed poised to take the first 
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break of the match. But K«da. . ; ;« , 

was able to use wbat was (h®-. _. 

weakest part of his game.Sun- . • Jves i0 . w. - \- 
day to save himselfc -j X.J Z:'******'^ =■£-.' 

two straight aces to-take ..Bw ' 

advantage and thenkheUkon a. . Kl r;..-' . . 

beautiful backhand down- d* -, r ^' 

line- • . r.’ 1:' • 2 s « ovi?V - h^u.1 

Korda broke Chang toyyna ^ 

the set in the 12th game. P® 1 * ■■ njrm. 
ing break point. Korda I»Vj--i -vr-. J-■ 

return shot Into-the nct y s^ -' 
the game to deuce and, ^ 1 ™? ■ "i ^ul ‘ 

ing his back in disgust-s®*? 'j of 

at the sky. Then; KlP 

advantage, Korda __ 

hand into die akiter- .Oans _', P* . ' 

mtiMn's Mtitvn .Rnt that Wfi5 , lil/ — 


hand into the cctfiter-CteA£ —\ fev J* 
couldn't return. -Bat ' 2? k v. 

his final.triumph.of Jbe.day- .. . 

"f just gave effort .fee. “*E • : ^ 

first set,” Korda said; fSj 

was better in the first set-.a» j T ^ 
if I had energy, he’d have taj^ ^ 
a hell of a time tdbettf ri^” J 


Fbri 

° e p t 



































